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L.A. KIRKEGAARD 








is in heaven, the ways of God cause wonder. 

This is not to say that God’s ways are questioned 
there—no, but even there, who can understand all 
that is willed by the Eternal One? 

One particular earth trend caused the greatest 
puzzlement to heaven creatures. Why was God’s an- 
cient enemy permitted to hold such power over the 
minds and lives of earthlings? Why was he allowed, 
century after century, to become more firmly en- 
trenched, while his dark kingdom seemed safe from 
assault ? 

But one day light was sent from heaven to tear 
into earth’s darkness. Gabriel was chosen to an- 
nounce the light, and every heaven creature watched 
expectantly as he winged toward Galilee and a 
young Jewess who was a virgin. 

Then came the night when a whole team was sent 
down to shout the arrival of light at Bethlehem. 
Now the puzzle was being solved, the wisdom of the 
Eternal was being vindicated, the enemy would soon 
be on the run. 

A few years later the heaven creatures nearly 
burst with pride when they saw the light spread. 
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Their eyes followed the Son as He revealed the Eter- 
nal One, preaching, healing, rebuking the enemy, 
relieving the distressed, feeding the hungry, scorn- 
ing hypocrites, loving the repentant. 

Yet the puzzle continued. Poised they were, those 
heaven creatures, to overwhelm the enemy, to de- 
stroy his emissaries, at the Son’s command. But the 
command never came. Instead, in the absence of 
a word, the heaven creatures stood silent, watching 
the enemy work out his hatred against the Son of 
the Eternal. 

How glorious would have been an earth manifes- 
tation of angel armies. But that was not the plan. 
A small team, that was all, on that spring Sunday 
morning at an empty tomb. There was complete 
glory in it—the Son lives. He will return to heaven. 

And there was added glory, increasing light, as 
the fire burned that Sunday a few weeks later when 
the Mighty Spirit revealed Himself in wind and 
flames and inspired words. 

Light was now fighting back the earth darkness. 

That was two millennia, almost, ago. Earth time, 
that is, for in heaven it was just two days past, and 





the victory was as fresh as a new continent bursting 
out of the sea. 

But on earth it was different. Many earthlings 
were getting bored with the old business, some even 
denying that these things had ever happened. The 
record of what had taken place, carefully preserved 
and translated into a thousand earth tongues, failed 
to impress critics who seemed determined to prove 
that light had never come, and that the darkness 
wasn’t really dark. 

This alarmed the watchers in heaven. Within the 
invisible boundaries of God’s earth kingdom Christ 
was King, but outside those boundaries a hostile 
prosecution steadily accumulated its demonic evi- 
dence. 

Why did God allow this to continue? How dis- 
turbing it was to heaven creatures to see scorn 
mounting against the Almighty. What a relief would 
be the blast of the last trump, signaling the end of 
this accumulated nonsense of evil. 

Somewhere in heaven, as these matters were dis- 
cussed, a suggestion took shape. The need (in all 
humility, be it said) was for earthlings to receive 
a periodic reminder of God’s existence, some sign 
that could not be denied. Since creatures needed, 
at the very least, to turn to God one day out of 
seven, the reminder would have to be repeated every 
week. Surely this would silence God’s enemies, a 
weekly event which was sufficiently disturbing to 
cause comment and reflection, but was not destruc- 
tive. 

That those who love God should have the privi- 
lege of making suggestions to Him is as absurd as 
it is human, but the Most High, all-knowing and 
everywhere present, has listened to the suggestions 
of His creatures. And so He did this time. 

The very next Sunday, as heavenly watchers en- 
joyed the sound of church bells, they noticed some- 
thing unusual. It was raining on earth, everywhere, 
gently and persistently. Outings which are held in 
certain parts of the world on Sunday had to be can- 
celled. 

Seven days later it rained again, everywhere on 
earth. The rain was not uniform, it did not fall at 
the same time, but unquestionably, it rained all over 


the earth. 

Then the heavenly watchers perceived that a di- 
vine experiment was underway. While they gave it 
close attention, they wondered whether it was being 
conducted for the benefit of earth or heaven crea- 


tures. 


PARISHES are just as different as people. Pastor 
Tries had served in places where every wheel stood 
still on Sunday, except the wheels that rolled to 
church. His present charge was different. Here the 
call of flowing stream and ripened grain was louder 
than the call to worship God. His people came hap. 
pily to church, as long as other matters weren’t too 
pressing. 

When therefore Pastor Tries looked out of his 
bedroom window on a certain Sunday morning and 
saw rain, he was pleased. In many a household a 
change of plans was being effected. Church attend- 
ance would be up. 

“Well, we can always stand a little rain,” said 
a farmer to the minister after the morning service 
was over. Then, pulling his coat collar up to cover 
his tie, he made a dash to the car which gleamed 
in the parking lot beside the church. 

Next Sunday morning, when Pastor Tries looked 
out during breakfast, he saw clouds so dark that he 
knew it would be another day for the church. And 
again that morning, his people had to leave the 
service in a downpour. This time the farmer had 
brought his raincoat. Knowing the preacher’s pleas- 
ure over this boon to attendance, he said, before 
making his dash to the car, “Well, Reverend, the 
Lord has been on your side again.” 

On the third Sunday, when the farmer left church 
he simply looked at Pastor Tries, who looked back 
at him. Then he shook the clergyman’s hand and 
walked outside, for the rain had stopped. 

After three Sundays of it, Pastor Tries was won- 
dering what caused him to merit such unnatural 
assistance, but wisely, he did not pursue this line 
of thought. 

“Tt isn’t often that it rains every Sunday for a 
month,” said the farmer a week later. “Funny, 
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though, it hasn’t rained much otherwise.” 

The pastor looked out the door at the water pour- 
ing down the gutters. He was tempted to say some- 
thing clever, but resisted. 

The farmer’s wife did not reserve her opinion. 
“That’s the first time you’ve been to church for a 
whole month for ages,” she commented as they 
drove home. 

The following day’s newspapers, short of news, 
made much of the unusual event of rain four Sun- 
days in a row, but it wasn’t until the following week 
that a bright cartoonist used the theme. He drew 
a family, obviously dressed for a picnic, seated in 
an unhappy row in church. A basket of food could 
be glimpsed under the pew. 

Finally a Sunday with a clear sky dawned. Even 
Pastor Tries admitted to himself that he enjoyed the 
little walk to God’s house in the sunshine. The trees 
were beginning to shed their leaves, and there was 
a touch of cold in the air. The farmer, driving home 
after church, glanced at his raincoat on the seat, 
hoping that no one had noticed. 

In the early evening rain fell. 

Week followed week, with an endless variety of 
moisture on Sundays, ranging from sudden heavy 
downpours to mists that barely left droplets. 

As fall yielded to winter, it began to snow every 
Sunday, but never enough to stop traffic. 

The phenomenon, world wide as it was, was caus- 
ing articles and pamphlets to be published, includ- 
ing a tract, “Do You Know Why It Rains Every 
Sunday?” 

The rain and snow had become a popular topic 
for sermons, but while many preachers saw a weekly 
reminder from God, others saw only a natural thing, 
a little unusual but bound to pass. In certain theo- 
logical circles it was privately admitted that the 
Sunday rain couldn’t be disposed of so easily as the 
feeding of the multitude or the healing of the blind 
man. Discussion groups pursued the subject. But 
capable hostesses learned to shun the subject which 
was beginning to cause quick tempers to flare and 
hard words to be exchanged when it was discussed. 

Slowly and grudgingly, various scientists turned 
their attention to the rains, for by now spring had 
come and Sunday rain continued where the snow 
left off. It was such a ridiculous subject, one in 
which the investigator had little to gain and much 
to lose. But children and Christian groups couldn’t 
be left in complete possession of the field. They 
had already made up their minds and gave God the 
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credit. 

By now millions of people were wishing silently 
and devoutly for a Sunday without rain. 

Some comfort was derived from a mathematical 
paper (duly reported in Time) which stated that 
the laws of probability, apparently set aside, were 
really observable in the phenomenon. After all, it 
had been a long time since it had rained for a month 
of Sundays, and so the laws of probability would 
make it appear that it would be about time for this 
to happen again. Nevertheless, as TiME also re- 
ported, a mathematician at Princeton’s Institute for 
Advanced Study, was overheard complaining about 
the Sunday rain. “I had tickets to see the Yankees 
play,” he muttered, “and now it’s feeding data to 
the computer again all afternoon.” 

One prominent British meteorologist discovered 
that out in space a rhythm exists that has an influ- 
ence on climate. This cosmic rhythm, having been 
erratic for a long time for various reasons (includ- 
ing a rash of sunspots) was now at last coming 
through in a regular pattern, a seven-day pattern. 
It had always been there but now it could be clearly 
charted. The meteorologist threw in gratuitously an 
hypothesis that under the influence of this cosmic 
rhythm, man had in pre-history developed the con- 
cept of a seven-day week. 

A few sociologists, looking for thesis material, 
measured the effect of Sunday rain on group be- 
havior. But in the main, serious intellects, devoted 
to the pursuit of truth along dark and tortuous 
paths, found the whole subject an irritant and an 
intrusion. Undergraduates learned not to bring up 
the subject in class or conference. 

One Monday forenoon Pastor Tries had an unex- 
pected visitor, a substantial member of the congre- 
gation (albeit one whose Christian conversion was 
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not much in evidence). He wanted to know if the 
pastor had prayed for the rain to happen. 

Gratified over this sudden interest, Pastor Tries 
replied that he had not asked for it in so many 
words, but that he had always prayed for an im- 
provement in church attendance, and he had 
thought that perhaps . . . But even the church- 
attending effect of Sunday rain was beginning to 
wear off for some. 

“Did you or did you not pray for all this rain 
and snow?” asked the visitor again. The pastor was 
astonished at the belligerent tone of his visitor. 

“No, but—” began the pastor. 

“Well, have you thought of praying for it to 
stop?” 

“No, I certainly have not.” Pastor Tries could 
hardly believe his ears. 

“T don’t take much stock in such things,” the 
substantial churchman continued, “but I think I 
could go along with something like that. You don’t 
know how troublesome it is. Why people get the 
wrong idea about God. It gets on a man’s nerves 
to know that it’s sure to rain or snow on a certain 
day, and that day Sunday.” 

Later Pastor Tries had the interesting experience 
of hearing Sunday rain condemned as a hindrance 
to church attendance. How could God possibly en- 
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courage worship by sending uniformly bad weather 
on the day He had set aside for that purpose? Now 
if every Sunday had been sunny .. . 


IN THE TIMELESS heavens, watching creatures ob- 
served the results of the divine experiment. They 
saw how Sunday rain gradually was accepted, ex- 
plained, finally classed with such other miracles as 
seasons and roses and sunrises. Rarely was the rain 
considered, even by Christians, a valid argument for 
the existence of God. 

And so the watchers turned their attention else. 
where, for there has always been much work for 
angels to do. At last only one watcher continued to 
observe the Sunday rain experiment. He had this 
continuing duty since he had originally been the 
most insistent on the value of such an experiment. 
Now his awe and fear of God increased as he saw 
the full extent of what God was contending against 
on earth. But the day finally came even for this 
watcher when he was released from the obligation. 

About this time an obscure analysis was published 
which set forth the real relationship of Sunday to 
Sunday rain. This analysis, by a noted earth schol- 
ar, provoked a stronger reaction in heaven than it 
did on earth. 

The tradition of Sunday as a holy day of wor. 
ship was claimed by this scholar to have resulted 
originally from Sunday rain. For this astounding 
conclusion let us not blame the investigator too 
much, for he was only another victim of incomplete 
information, since man only preserves scraps and 
fragments of his past. On judgment day he would 
not be condemned for this so much as for a certain 
proud propensity, the delight he felt as he disposed 
point by point, of the divine origin of the Lord’s 
Day, the rain, the Book asserting the day, and the 
Author of the Book. 

How natural, he theorized, for primitive man to 
hit on the idea that Sunday was holy! For was this 
not the day of the rain, that which watered the crops 
and was mainly beneficial? So out of this came 
man’s whole concept of God. The Scriptures, filled 
with allusions to rain, were an outgrowth of this 
superstition. It could now be seen that there was 
really no basis for Christianity except the original 
inability to account for rain on that day. All this 
could now be laid aside as another outgrown tradi- 
tion of man’s past. 

The watcher moved away, not wanting to see 
what happened next. END 
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THE SEARCH FOR GOD BARBARA SUTHERLAND 


O. THAT I KNEW where I might find God, so 
great and beautiful as I see His works, but so far off 
and unknown. 

He came near to us, a Baby to be held. 

He came near to the people at the age of thirty. 
He let them know His thinking as He taught, His 
heart as He healed. Twelve men were allowed to live 
with Him, to watch Him, to learn in a deeper way 
what God was like and what He wanted of us. 

Three men were nearer still. They saw Him trans- 
figured and went with Him to Gethsemane. 

God came so near to these. But was it just for a 
special few so long ago? 
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Greeks came toward the end of the three brief 
years, and they asked, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 
They wanted Him too. 

Jesus answered in a strange way, “The hour is 
come .. . now is my soul troubled. And what shall 
I say? Father, save me from this hour? No, for 
this purpose I have come to this hour . . . and I, 
when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men to myself.” 

“The hour is come . . . for this purpose . . . draw 
all men to myself.” He probably never saw those 
Greeks. They, and we too, are to find Him, but not 
in the way we would think. 
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Why this answer — “when I am lifted up” — the 
Cross? 

God had come close to men, very near to twelve, 
nearest of all to three. In the Garden He took the 
three “to watch” with Him, only to return from 
prayer three times to find His closest ones sleeping. 
In agony He prayed to the Father, “If it be possible 
let this cup pass.” In the agony of the answer He 
found sleeping disciples. This was the best His great 
teaching, His miracles and nearness could do. God 
had lived with them, but they were still the same 
men, still far from Him. 

“If it be possible”’—but the cup could not pass 
if He would take ones like these, and you and me, 
into eternal closeness to Himself. He must come 
nearer still, into what we are—the sin which keeps 
us from Him—before we can go with Him into His 
likeness and fellowship. 

And so He came to die, the Eternal God, held 
absolutely still upon the Cross. And so we may find 
Him .. . there. 

“But,” you say, “God is beautiful. You bring me 
to One disfigured. His face is terrible, more than 
any man. This is not the God I seek.” 

Prophets and Apostles would understand you. 

Prophets were shown this face and wrote of Him, 
the Coming One, the Hope of the World: “A man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief . . . no beauty 
that we should desire Him . . . One from whom men 
hide their faces . . . He was despised, and we 
esteemed Him not.” 

Apostles saw Him, and ran from the sight and 
shame of their Messiah upon a Cross. They thought 
it no place to find their God. “Be it far from Thee, 
Lord; this shall not be unto Thee . . . I know not the 
man . .. and they all forsook Him and fled.” 

But see these same men, listen to them after the 
Risen Christ had opened their hearts to understand 


what He had done for them there. 
The Apostle Paul worships, trusts and preaches 
no one except “Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” 


Peter, who once tried to keep his Master from the | 


Cross, now writes out of a persuaded and wondering 
heart: “He Himself bore our sins in His own body 
on the tree . . . by whose wounds you have been 
healed.” 

And John, when given a vision of heaven and of 
God’s glory, sees in the center of eternity “the Lamb 
as it had been slain.” 

What caused such a change? Why did men fasten 
heart and hope to the shameful Cross from which 
they once fled? Was it not because they faced the 
truth about themselves? Hearts made aware of their 
ugliness are quiet to hear the answer of God. What 
Prophets and Apostles learned was that you cannot 
find God without finding the truth about yourself 
also. And the truth? That the horror of the Cross 
is the reality of sin—my sin. And the answer? “The 
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 

It was bitter learning. 

Peter had vowed willingness to die with his Lord, 
only to hear himself deny Him, with oath and curse. 


Paul had thought he was pleasing God as he tried 


to destroy the followers of Jesus, only to be stricken 
to the ground and learn that he was persecuting 
God Himself. 

Out of deep self-knowledge, John wrote, “If we 
say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us.” 

It is this sin, this self, that He bore in His own 
body on the tree. 

Do you cry, “Oh that I knew where I might find 
God,” or will you believe that your search is ended? 
You may find Him at the Cross if you will let Him 
show you that you are there too, that He died for 
you. When God opens our eyes we understand that 
He has been the Seeker all along . . . relentlessly, 
ceaselessly, perfectly seeking me all the way to the 
Cross where I could be found and where He could 
give Himself to me. 

Here is the word at the Communion Table: “This 
is my body broken for you. Take. Eat.” 

Here, before Him, without denying or pretending 
or running from the ugly reality of what I am, I 
may reach out and touch God. He knows me as I 
am, He loves me, has found and accepts me. Here 
begins the peace of a heart that knows its God. This 
is the message of the Cross. This is the closeness of 
God. END 
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OUR PLEASANT IDEMON 


Phillip A. Hartman 


= I don’t dream very often, and when I do, the 
dream seldom makes sense, nor do I usually retain 
any lasting impression of it. But the dream I’m 
going to tell you about was different. It was vivid, 
and | can still remember it almost detail for detail. 

It was about a demon. Now I don’t know what 
you think of when I say demon. I usually think of 
a red creature with a body like a bat, a tail like a 
snake, horns on his head, and fire and smoke spurt- 
ing out of his mouth. Well, this wasn’t that kind 
of demon. He looked more like the genie of the 
lamp kind, real pleasant to look at. 

It seems that there was a small, struggling group 
of Christians on a secular university campus. There 
were only about ten of us, just a handful, and I was 
more or less the leader of the group. We had 
banded together for Christian fellowship and in 
order to make the Lord Jesus Christ known to our 
fellow students. 

I don’t know how it all began, but somehow, this 
demon became a part of our group, and surprising- 
ly, none of us really seemed to mind. He didn’t 
seem like a bad sort, and he was a lot of fun. He 
always had a good joke to tell us, and quite often 
he’d play practical jokes on us. He was always pull- 
ing a rug out from under us or slamming a door in 
our faces and locking it when we tried to get down 
to serious business. 

Slowly we realized that we just weren’t accom- 
plishing anything with the demon in our group. We 
knew that he’d have to go if we were to do the 
Lord’s work on campus. Someone suggested that we 
trick the demon into a closet and lock the door on 
him. Well, we tried it, and it didn’t work. We got 
him into the closet all right, but he just seeped out 
under the door and resumed his devilments. We re- 
alized then that we weren’t playing with a toy. 
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Something had to be done. 

So we hit upon an idea. Someone remembered 
something he had read from the Bible once. We 
planned our strategy, and I was appointed spokes- 
man for the group. I sauntered up to the demon, 
planted my feet squarely in front of him, raised my 
arm, shook my finger furiously in his face, and said 
firmly, “I adjure you in the name of Jesus Christ 
to depart from us.” 

Nothing happened. 

We went into a huddle and decided that we hadn’t 
really meant it; we really didn’t want him to go. 
I had just spoken vain, empty words. So we decided 
to try it again. 

Well, with all the sincerity I could muster and 
somewhat less firmness of voice, I walked over to 
where our demon stood, just where I had hastily 
left him a few minutes before, and repeated those 
potent, fatal words. With a very small puff of smoke, 
the demon disappeared. 

We had victory. Now we could settle down and 
get something done for our Lord. No more distrac- 
tions for us. 

It wasn’t long before someone said, “Sure is quiet 
and lonely around here since our demon left. I kind 
of miss him.” 

We all chorused a doleful, “Yeah, me too.” 

Well, with a poof much more noticeable than the 
one accompanying his exit, there he was again, our 
troublesome demon, big as life. 

So ended the dream. 

Compromises have no place in the Christian life. 
Partial obedience can result in nothing but impo- 
tency. “Therefore . . . let us lay aside every encum- 
brance, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, 
and let us run with patience the race that is set 
before us” (Hebrews 12:1). END 
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Don Richardson 


hice little bunch 


= KNOW, we really had what you’d call a nice 
little bunch. Ed and his brother Dale, Jerry and 
his girl Lois, and Lois’ sister Jean, and then me 
and Evy, who’s going to marry me come next June 
14. Nice little bunch, you know. 

Folks at Grant Avenue Church called us the old 
standbys. Said we stood by when the others went 
to college or got married. But, like I said, we were 
a nice little bunch. Sang together, all seven of us, 
for evening services. Jerry, Ed, Lois and I all had 
Sunday school classes. Evy helped with the Juniors. 
Jean typed the bulletin. Pastor said he didn’t know 
what he’d do without us. That makes you feel good. 
You know what I mean? 

After evening service we'd all generally pile into 
one car, either Ed’s or mine, and go down to Day- 
ton’s Dairy Bar. Got so they’d even notice down 
there when one of us was missing, like the time Evy 
went to California for a week. 

We sure had some swell times together. Swim- 
ming, bowling, picnics, what-have-you. We all 
seemed to like the same things and go the same 
places. Once we even took up golf together, all 
seven of us, and felt like things just weren’t right 
when they wouldn’t let us all on at the same time. 
That close, you know. Nice bunch. 

I don’t know which Sunday it was—in the sum- 
mer, anyway. Maybe August because we’d just 
come back from a retreat. Well, anyway, a couple 
strange fellows showed up at church for the morn- 
ing service. Then again that night. They must have 
left right away in the morning, but at night they 
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were standing right next to Pastor when we went 
out. 

“Say, Pete,” Pastor said to me when I reached 
for his hand, “I’d like you to meet a couple new 
fellows in town. Moved from Connecticut. Dominic 
Genito and his brother Vito.” 

I shook their hands. Dominic was shorter and 
older, about my age. Vito was taller and darker; I 
wondered if he was even out of high school. “Glad 
to know you,” I said with my welcome-special smile. 
“Going to be around long?” 

“We’re taking over my uncle’s store,” explained 
Domiric. “He sells fruit and vegetables on 2nd 
Street.” 

“Oh, yes,” I said. 

“Genito’s, in the middle of the block between 
Central and Jackson, I think it is,” said Vito. 

“Doesn’t ring a bell,” I answered, “but I must 
have been by there a dozen times.” 

“Pete,” said Pastor, “why don’t you introduce 
the boys to the others?” 

Most of them were right there and heard it all, 
so it wasn’t any trouble. They all shook hands and 
said it was good they could come. 

“Going down to Dayton’s?” Pastor asked. 

I nodded my head. “Yeh, Ed’s driving.” 

“Maybe Dominic and Vito would like to go with 
you,” he said. 

“Well,” I started, not knowing quite what to say. 
Really caught off guard, you know. “Well,” I said. 
“We only got one car,” said Ed. “Pete’s is home.” 
“Can’t all crowd into Ed’s car,” said Evy, kind 
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of making a joke out of it, “unless Pete and I ride 
in the trunk.” 

We all laughed, and Pastor said that'd be a tight 
squeeze even for us. Then he said, “Why don’t you 
take my car? Old fashioned, only standard shift, 
but Pete’s driven it.” 

“Well,” I said again, hoping Evy might come up 
with something, but she didn’t. She looked just as 
flustered as the rest. “Sure, that’d be great. Yeh, 
Dominic and Vito could go to Dayton’s with us. 
Sure.” 

So, what else could we do? I drove Pastor’s car 
and took Evy and the two Genitos. Ed had the rest 
of the bunch with him. 

Dayton’s was half full like usual. We sat around 
the counter because Dayton’s doesn’t have booths. 
“The party’s getting bigger, I see,” said Ted who 
usually served us. He set glasses of water in front 
of us. 

“T’ll say,” said Ed who didn’t like it much that 
Evy and I weren’t in the car with him. You couldn’t 
tell what he meant though, which was good. 

“What’ll it be, strawberry soda?” Ted asked Evy. 
He always asked her first. She usually has a straw- 
berry soda. 

“Chocolate malt,” she said, which was different. 
Different for Evy. 

The rest of us, I guess, must have felt the same 
way. We all ordered something different from usual, 
except Jean who still had her orange freeze. She’s 
counting calories, I think. 

Dominic ordered some kind of sundae, hot fudge, 








I think. The last one to order was Vito who was 


sitting on the other side of Evy. “I'll have a 
grinder,” he said. 

“What flavor’s that?” asked Ted who was quite 
a joker. 

“A grinder, you know,” repeated Vito. 

“What’s a grinder?” asked Ted, spelling it out 
for him. 

“You don’t know a grinder?” 

“No.” 

“You just take a big roll, see, and put in some 
pieces of ham or if you got no ham, you put in 
sausage.” Vito showed the size roll with his hands 
and how to put in the ham. “Then you put in 
tomato, cheese maybe, maybe lettuce, then some red 
peppers, and you got a grinder—see.” Vito smacked 
his lips so loud that people clear across the room 
looked up. 

Evy was red. She got embarrassed easy, you 
know, anyway. Ed looked at me out of the corner 
of his eye. “Sorry,” said Ted, “clean out of pep- 
pers, red, green and blue. All we got left is 16 de- 
licious flavors of ice cream.” 

Vito finally got a malt, or a milk shake maybe, 
I forget. 

After we let Dominic and Vito off, we took Pas- 
tor’s car back and then piled into Ed’s for a spin 
around the lake before calling it a night. Nobody 
said anything about the Genitos. Driving around 
the lake wasn’t in our Sunday night routine, but 
we all wanted to anyway. 

The next Sunday night we were all outside before 
either of the Genitos got to the door. They’d gone 
into Pastor’s study with him right after the service. 
No altar call or anything like that. Just went in, 
that’s all. We figured since they got to church all 
right they should be able to get back all right, so 
we didn’t wait for them. 

After Dayton’s, we all went over to Evy’s to plan 
our Labor Day outing. The seven of us always went 
out to some lake. It was generally a lazy day—you 
know what I mean. A little fishing, big picnic, 
canoeing, then to top it off our last moonlight swim 
for the year. We figured on Lake George. It was 
three weeks away, but we had everything figured. 
Nobody mentioned the Genitos. 

Dominic and Vito Genito were at both services 
the next three Sundays. The first Sunday night 
they were standing talking to Pastor, and we shook 
hands, and nobody said anything about taking them 
with us to Dayton’s, not even Pastor, so we piled 
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into my car without any of us saying anything else. 

Next time the same thing. 

The Sunday night before Labor Day, Pastor asked 
again why don’t we take Dominic and Vito along 
to Dayton’s. Like the first Sunday they were around, 
we only had Ed’s car. “All we got’s one car again,” 
said Ed. 

“Take mine,” said Pastor, which didn’t exactly 
surprise anyone. 

“No, that’s okay,” said Dominic. “We’ve got to 
get in early anyway.” 

“Tt’s not even nine,” Pastor argued. 

“Thanks anyway,” said Dominic. “Maybe some 
other time.” 

“Yeh, some other time would be fine,” added 
Vito. 

We had a great time Labor Day, like always. 
Even better than always because that’s when I gave 
Evy her ring. After our moonlight swim, the whole 
bunch went out for steaks at a fancy place out on 
the highway to celebrate Evy and me. Sure made 
us thankful for the bunch. 

Evy and I were so excited about getting engaged 
we hardly noticed anything for the next week. 
Didn’t even miss the Genitos at church the next 
Sunday till at Dayton’s when Ed said he wondered 
where they’d been all day. 

“That’s right,” said Evy. “They weren’t there 
tonight.” 

“This morning either,” said Ed. 

“Probably out of town or something,” I said, and 
then we went back to our ice cream. 

Neither Dominic or Vito showed up that next 
Sunday either. We hung around talking with Pastor 
before going down to Dayton’s. Just the bunch and 
Pastor. We talked about the choir and the Sunday 
school like we usually did. Said the same old things, 
too, I guess. Then Evy said something about the 
Genitos. 

“They weren’t around today either,” said Ed. 

“No, they weren’t,” said Pastor. 

“Suppose they’re still around?” I asked. 

“They’re around,” said Pastor. “I dropped in on 
them yesterday.” 

“And they still didn’t come today.” 

“No, they didn’t, did they?” 

“Strange.” 

“No, not strange,” said Pastor, “not strange at 
all.” 

“Oh?” said Evy. 


(Continued on page 30, column 1) 
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ees YEARS ago I was a missionary candidate. 

Unlike many other candidates, | had seen mis- 
sions at first hand as an observer for two years, in 
addition to years spent on the field as a missionary 
kid. On reaching my field of service, however, I 
found that detached observation and living the mis- 
sionary life are two different things. 

Until that time the extent of my thinking on mis- 
sionary principles had been a definite conviction 
about the soundness of indigenous work and a desire 
to speak the language well and thus “really to 
reach” the people with whom I would be dealing. 
It was my impression that these principles were 
generally recognized throughout current missionary 
endeavor and that adjustment would consist of fit- 
ting into the pattern. 

After two years on the field and numerous nights 
of searching for answers to what seem to be glaring 
inadequacies in much present missionary work, I’m 
down to the basics in my thinking. I feel a sense 
of urgency to share these convictions with you in 
the hope that they may stimulate your thinking and, 
if you’re currently a missionary candidate, better 
prepare you for the service ahead. 

Let it be understood that I am concerned here 
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with what I believe even today to be the chief func- 
tion of missions or church outreach, the establishing 
of new churches, as distinguished from building up 
the already established church. My plea is for a 
return to the principles and practices of the Apostle 
Paul in founding the early churches. Many dis- 
agree, convinced that the pattern of the primitive 
church is not for today, but every student facing 
the mission field should come to grips with this issue 
with an open mind and open Bible. 

I ask no one to accept anything said here with- 
out first proving it from Scripture, but I deeply 
desire each of you to think about these things which 
in my opinion are basic missionary principles and 
patterns. 


MOBILITY 


A common practice is for the young missionary 
to find his niche and settle down there to a com- 
fortable, established routine. In fact, one’s calling 
to a field is often looked upon as almost permanent, 
and any departure from this is assumed to imply 
instability or straying from the Lord’s will. 

Not so with Paul. The essence of his missionary 
work was mobility. He preached Christ, but if the 
message was rejected, acting upon the counsel of 
Jesus, he moved on to more fertile ground. Where 
men turned to Christ, he stayed on to teach and 
establish the believers in the faith—but not for a 
lifetime. His stay at Ephesus for three years seems 
to have been the longest time he spent in one place. 
This implied a great deal of reliance on the power 
of the Holy Spirit to preserve the work after he 
left, something which seems to be a hard thing for 
missionaries to do in these days. Thereafter he occa- 
sionally revisited or admonished by epistle. 

The churches established by St. Paul were not 
free from troubles, but they were nevertheless, for 
the most part, effectively functioning groups of be- 
lievers not dependent on outside help or leadership. 

Here and there in the present-day mission effort 
this principle has been put to work, purposely or 
through circumstance, and the results have not been 
disappointing. 

In contrast let’s take a look at what frequently 
happens with the “permanent-niche missionary.” He 
finds his spot, builds his home, settles down and 
gets his first few converts. Since he plans to stay 
a long time and everyone knows it, no great sense 
of urgency spurs him on to prepare the national 
believers to take their place in the church. The 


missionary is always there to take care of every- 
thing. This encourages laziness on the part of many 
Christians and saps the incentive of eager believers 
who have a desire to do something for Christ on 
their own. The result is a group of spoon-fed Chris- 
tians with little initiative. 

For the sake of completeness it must be recog- 
nized that in certain situations (e. g., among prim- 
itive people) translation of the Word is necessary 
as a foundation for the young church. This is likely 
to be a somewhat lengthy process requiring more 
than an arbitrary three years. The principles of 
mobility need not be sacrificed, however, as the in- 
tent to move on after primary establishment can be 
held before the people almost from the start, urging 
them to better preparation for the time of depend- 
ence on the Holy Spirit’s leadership without the 
foreign missionary to lean on. 


THE INDIGENOUS PRINCIPLE 


So much has been written on this subject that 
little need be said except that there seem to be 
great gaps betweeen theory and practice. Some of 
this may be caused by differences in interpreting 
the principle. The basic idea is a self-sustaining 
body of believers with national leadership, not 
dependent on outside help except for occasional re- 
quested counsel. The difficulties seem to lie in just 
how to bring this situation about. 

It is generally believed to be considerably sim- 
pler to start a work on this basis than to switch 
to this principle once a pattern of dependency has 
been established. A number of practical questions 
arise as the problem is faced in practice. 

What about church buildings? Are they to be 
built entirely by the nationals, by local funds, or 
should outside help be given for the initial outlay? 

In general, what is paid for with sacrifice is 
much more appreciated than what is easily gained. 
What has been realized through the sweat and blood 
of the national believer is much more apt to hold 
his interest and devotion than what is handed to 
him at little cost. Further, with increasing na- 
tionalism across the world, the church built with 
foreign funds or owned by foreigners faces future 
seizure more probably than one which national 
believers themselves have built, financed and own. 

As one solution to the problem, the New Tes- 
tament suggests an even simpler answer. Paul, in 
his Epistles, on a number of occasions makes ref- 
erence to the church that meets in the house of a 
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certain believer. Aside from the fact that it was a 
New Testament practice, worship in the home has 
certain practical advantages today. In the first place, 
it requires willingness on the part of some believer 
to declare himself as one who stands openly for the 
gospel. It frees funds which might go for building 
to be used in ways that contribute more directly to 
spreading the Word. Then too, it limits the size 
of the group, almost necessitating a decentralized 
witness rather than a strongly centralized one. Thus 
more believers may perform the ministry of the gos- 
pel, since several nuclei of workers exist in place 
of a single nucleus in a large central church. 

Another problem involves theological approach. 
It is understandably difficult to ask people who have 
been taught to believe an established system of 
theology and to accept it unquestioningly “because 
this is what the church believes” to think for them- 
selves when they are thrown on their own. 

A more sensible, perhaps more Biblical approach 
would seem to be to encourage national believers 
to search the Scriptures in confirmation of the doc- 
trines which they necessarily must be taught, with 
the right to question their teachers on any doctrine 
not directly based on the Word. This may be dan- 
gerous to those who prefer a very broad interpreta- 
tion of the Scripture, but it has a stimulating effect 
on the believers, it gives them confidence in the 
authority of God’s Word, and it makes them think 
for themselves. It also helps to take the missionary 
out of the position as an intermediary between God 
and the national. A climate of freedom for all to 
question and challenge encourages much more gen- 
eral participation, with resultant growth on the part 
of a larger number of Christians. 

Further, I must mention here the concept which 
equates Christianity with North American culture 
patterns. If a church is to be indigenous, it must 
have the right to decide for itself its patterns of 
worship and culture within Scriptural limits. Too 
often our American or Canadian customs are 
suggested as norms for national Christian behavior 
when no actual Biblical basis exists to justify the 
position. (Eugene Nida’s Customs and Cultures 
deals helpfully with this.) 

Those who want indigenous churches must rec- 
ognize that the missionary’s job is to work himself 
out of a job. Closely allied to this is a realization 
that the missionary is not on the field as white 
master but rather as brother and servant, if he 
would take the role advocated by Christ. This leads 
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to a third and more controversial principle. 


IDENTIFICATION 


No other area of missionary practice and prin- 
ciple seems to involve such wide variation of opin- 
ion as does this one. A study of St. Paul’s methods 
reveals the efforts he made to identify himself with 
those whom he was trying to reach. He was all 
things to all men. He knew how to be abased and 
how to abound. He wasn’t afraid to work with his 
hands. In short, he lived where the people lived. 

Few missionaries today really live close to the 
people, or even claim to. All too often the mis- 
sionary lives in his own distinct world, and the 
national Christian lives in his. We meet for a few 
hours each week in the common world of worship 
around the Word and then return to our separate 
spheres. We missionaries know little of the joys and 
hardships of our national cohorts’ daily lives, very 
little of their problems, even less of their true cul- 
ture. 

To deny that there are problems in identification 
is foolish, but the problems arising from failure 
to identify are even graver. Chief of these is the 
great barrier that exists between the “haves” and 
the “have nots.” The effect this has on missionary- 
national relationships can hardly be exaggerated. 
The missionary is caught betwixt and between. If 
he doesn’t share, he’s considered selfish—perhaps 
rightly so. Almost inevitably resentments and bit- 
terness develop. If he shares freely and generously, 
there is the danger of developing “rice Christians.” 

In our part of the world, it is only too obvious 
that to a great many nationals, becoming a Chris- 
tian is tantamount to bettering one’s socio-economic 
standing. Only the possibility of mild persecution 
and a desire to continue in the old ways prevent a 
great influx of evangelicos. 

Even with the sincere believer, problems exist. 
He is almost always needy, and it is hard for him 
to refrain from asking for help from his missionary 
friend who has so much more than he. If the mis- 
sionary were on a more equal economic basis, the 
national Christian might be encouraged to rely on 
Christ more and to live on a standard within his 
economic potential. But identification of the mis- 
sionary with the national, except in the case of those 
called to reach the upper or middle classes, is a 
very difficult thing. 

For the sake of clarity, I should define what I 
mean by identification. Ideally, in missionary ter- 
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minology it means “to become one with the people.” 
Whether this is ever completely achieved is ques- 
tionable, but I believe that through selfless dedica- 
tion and love, great strides toward identification can 
be made. 

The ultimate in identification would be to cut one- 
self off from outside income, to work in similar oc- 
cupation with the people, to share their work, play, 
food, culture, dreams, hardships—to lose all outside 
identity—for only thus does the missionary really 
share their life. This may seem extreme, but it is 
what Christ did. Is the servant better than the 
Master ? 

God help us to remember that the way of the 
Cross leads to the Cross. We missionaries often 
represent the Cross without taking it up personally 
and following our Lord. 

This immediately raises the serious question of 
the missionary with a family. If the missionary de- 
sired to integrate his family completely into his 
adopted culture, the problems would not be so great, 
but not unreasonably, the children are expected to 
take their place in North American culture. There- 
fore to ask such drastic adjustment of them may 
have permanently damaging effects. One solution is 
to send them away to school, but many feel that for 
the time when they are young, their responsibility 
toward the children God has given them is just as 
great as any other responsibility. And various ex- 
amples of missionary children raised away from 
home give support to this view. 

The New Testament again suggests what to some 
may seem a radical solution. The missionary pro- 
gram of the Early Church was carried out primarily 
by men. We have no record of family movements 
except for one couple, Priscilla and Aquilla, who 
moved within a limited area. 

While disadvantages to this as a solution may be 
cited, the advantages would seem to outweigh them. 
The problem of identification is immediately dras- 
tically reduced. The sacrifice is still there, but it is 
certainly more feasible for a single man to live 
under hardship (within the bounds of health) than 
to ask it of a family. The cost of sending and main- 
taining the missionary is immediately reduced by 
a factor of from 3 to 4 or more. The tendency 
toward becoming settled in a niche is considerably 
less. 

Missionary effort is spiritual warfare, and com- 
paring it to a military campaign points up the dif- 
ficulties of raising a family on the front lines. Not 
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only is there danger to the family, but the soldier 
cannot concern himself wholeheartedly with his 
combat. 

Lest statistics be quoted to prove the effectiveness 
of missionary effort with families and without iden- 
tification, let it be recognized that there will always 
be some fruit where God’s Word is faithfully 
preached. “My Word shall not return unto me 
void.” Where genuine love is faithfully demon- 
strated, barriers can be overcome. Love is certainly 
just as essential with identification (if hearts are to 
be won) as it is without identification. 

Yet we must not justify present methods on the 
basis of past or present success, but rather think in 
terms of what might have resulted or may yet result 
if we follow the Lord completely. Certainly no one 
who knows the history of missions would call it a 
great success story. We are losing ground all the 
time. 

The challenge to you then, if you are a missionary 
candidate, is to think about these things. Prove or 
disprove them by the Scriptures, and decide whether 
to make them a part of your principles and patterns 
for the future. END 


CAMPUS NEWS 
(Continued from back cover) 

NORFOLK: IVCF students who are in the Norfolk 
area for summer training under the Naval rotc 
program are invited to join Officers’ Christian Union 
activities. Information is available from Lt. Sam- 
uel Veal (ju 8-7327) and cwo Harry Blair (Ju 
3-2174). 

MOUNT HOLYOKE (Mass.): Students from Mount 
Holyoke, Smith and the U. of Massachusetts attend- 
ed a joint meeting led by members of the Yale 
Christian Fellowship on “Christianity: the Facts, 
the Challenge, the Life and the Experience.” An in- 
formal discussion and hymn sing followed. 

SHELTON (N. J.): The Student Foreign Missions 
Fellowship chapter is working to send a student to 
the mission field this summer. The group also set 
up a missionary alumni map. 

PORTLAND STATE: “We have beatniks, humanists, 
atheists and lonely lost kids who are almost too up- 
set to continue coming to school. They all need 
Christ and we need to tell them about Him. Some- 
times I think we are too lax.” The chapter exec- 
utive is meeting for prayer regularly to evaluate the 
group’s outreach. Students are praying for and 
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studying the Bible with non-Christians. 

BALL STATE (Ind.): Chapter meetings are held 
on Thursday nights. Bible studies have been started 
in two girls’ dorms, and one for off-campus girls. 
IFES Staff Member Gwen Wong spoke to the group. 
The chapter met with the Purdue U. chapter to dis- 
cuss how their respective programs were meeting 
the needs of students. 

TEMPLE U. (Pa.): Twice a week the chapter 
meets to study Jn Understanding Be Men. Three 
mornings a week a prayer meeting is held before 
classes. The chapter was host for the Philadelphia 
area monthly meeting at which David Howard, 
missionary to Colombia, spoke on “Encounter, For- 
eign Missions and You.” 

NEW YORK CiTy: Thirteen members from Adelphi, 
City College, Columbia, Hunter, Juilliard, New York 
U., Pratt and Queens chartered the Read-a-Book- 
a-Month Club to promote the habit of regluar Chris- 
tian reading. Members are required to read one 
book per month. Those failing to do so are fined 
$1, with the money going to missions. _ 

PHILADELPHIA ALUMNI: The Rev. Mr. Gerald 


Gregson spoke at the March meeting; Miss Barbara 
Lewis, missionary to Pakistan, at the April meeting; 
His Editor Joseph Bayly, at the spring conference. 


MILWAUKEE BIBLE COLLEGE: Students have gained 
a new vision of needs around the world through a 
series of meetings, each one centering on a specific 
continent, sponsored by the Student Missionary Fel- 
lowship. Prayer bands also remember needs in 
these areas. Displays on the group’s bulletin board 
corresponded with the areas studied at each meet- 
ing. Attendance has increased through this effort. 

FULLER SEMINARY: The Fuller Missions Fellow- 
ship has attempted to confront students with the 
imperative of prayer for missions around the world. 
Daily prayer meetings are held with 15-20 students. 
There are 12 regional prayer groups and one in- 
ternational student group which meet weekly. Week- 
ly meetings are held Monday nights. Dr. J. Arthur 
Mouw, missionary from Borneo, spoke at the sem- 
inary’s missionary conference. The FMF chapter also 
has three or four chapel services each semester. 

FORT WAYNE BIBLE COLLEGE: Student Missionary 
Fellowship meetings are held twice a month. Dr. 
Paul Smith of Toronto spoke at the group’s annual 
missionary conference. There are daily prayer meet- 
ings for missions. The group helps support three 
missionaries. 

NORTHWESTERN COLLEGE: The FMF keeps infor- 
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mation on all alumni on the foreign field and keeps 
files on missionary materials. Correspondence from 
alumni according to fields is filed on prayer cards. 
The group joins in the Inter-School Missionary 
Rally in Minneapolis each year. Six prayer bands 
meet five times a week. Each year classes are dis- 
missed for a week and students attend a special mis- 
sions conference. 

CAL POLY: Dr. Masumi Toyotome spoke for 1vcF 
during Religion in Life Week. After lectures mem- 
bers participated in discussions. The college book- 
store set up a special display for the week, includ- 
ing several 1vcF books. The chapter held a week- 
end conference at Camp Drake on the theme, “Is 
Your God Real?” Students from the chapter at the 
U. of California (Santa Barbara) also attended. 

COLLEGE OF WOOSTER (Ohio): Six to eight now 
attend prayer meetings, 20 to 30 come to Sunday 
afternoon meetings. The chapter sponsored two 
showings of Red River of Life. The Rev. Mr. H. B. 
Johnson spoke on “The Nature and Need of the 
New Birth” at a chapel service. 

BUFFALO NCF: Fifteen attended a Saturday Bible 
study workshop. One student has become a Chris- 
tian; many others have shown an increasing respect 
for the authority of the Scriptures. 

OHIO STATE U.: Three missionary breakfasts were 
held in the apartment of a graduate. After break- 
fast the visiting missionary spoke and answered 
questions. Elwyn Davies, James Taylor and Robert 
Zeimer were the speakers. 

PIEDMONT BIBLE COLLEGE FMF: Prayer meetings 
are held Monday through Thursday nights. The 
needs on different mission fields are presented. Mis- 
sionaries working in Japan, China, Brazil, Chad, 
and among the Navajo Indians have been heard. 

U. OF SOUTH CAROLINA: The chapter was organ- 
ized a year ago. Since then it has been recognized 
by the administration and given a room for meet- 
ings in the student center. Bible studies have been 
started in six dormitories. The program includes 
guest speakers, films, parties, missionary lectures. 
A one-day conference was held on “Why Study the 
Bible—and How.” 


His PLACEMENT 
Principal needed for Christian Day School (grades 
1-6) in Minnesota. Must be able to teach grade 6. 
Write giving background to HIS Placement, Box 
J-160. 

—James W. REAPSOME 





am a Missionary 


Some may not think much of my missionary sta- 
tus, for I make so few demands on the mission treas- 
ury. My total equipment expense comes to about 
fifteen cents, my passage money to three. Once I’ve 
arrived on the field, I require no salary, no mission 
house, no traveling expenses, no holiday allowance. 
I don’t need to spend my first two years in language 
study, for I’m already equipped with that. 

I cooperate fully with my co-workers (I myself 
am sent out by the literature committee), but I 
know that I’m able to do some things that the aver- 
age missionary cannot. 

I can enter homes and live in out-of-the-way 
places where other missionaries have never gone. 
Many times I’ve slipped unnoticed into strict Mo- 
hammedan compounds or idol worshipers’ huts to 
preach my message later in private. How often I’ve 
been able to carry on my evangelism in a corner of 
a house where no one but my listener knew of my 
presence. I have felt his hungry eagerness for truth 
in the flickering light of a candle, a hunger well 
concealed under his cloak of indifference in day- 
light. I have found a listening heart in places where 
personal missionary contact would be impossible. 

Quiet hours and scraps of time are my most po- 
tent moments; lonely places my best pulbpits. 

Then too, my words are always available. They 
cannot be snatched away, as are many missionaries’ 
words, by a gust of wind or a commotion on the 
edge of the crowd. They live on after the spoken 
word has been lost. My words aren’t hindered by a 
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foreign accent, faulty construction or the need for 
an interpreter. 

They speak any language, for they speak the lan- 
guage of the heart. My message is given not only 
once and then lost to the memory, but it can speak 
over and over again, unhindered by interruptions, 
inattention, or lack of immediate understanding. 

I don’t claim that my efforts always succeed in 
winning souls since, as with other missionaries, a 
lack of earnest prayer on the part of Christians at 
home may make my ministry ineffective. The power 
of my life flows out as it is released through prayer, 
thus getting me into hearts as well as into houses. 
But the number who have been reached by coming 
into contact with me clearly indicates the effective- 
ness of my witness. 

Why is my ministry so potent? 

My sermons are never colored by personal opin- 
ion. Their truth is always the same. What I say is 
never watered down because of difficult situations, 
timidity, or erroneous ideas of tact. I have no fear 
that my approach may be wrong, my illustrations 
unsuitable, or my applications untimely. What I say 
is always right, powerful, heart searching, life 
giving. 

I am never too tired to work, too discouraged to 
preach, too busy to seek lost men and women. I 
continually feed the hungry hearts I touch. 

I am the truth sent down from above, the eternal 
Word of God. 


I am the New Testament. END 


HIS, JUNE, 1960 











jnoge J9AODSIP J OP wey (Z) “Li pl suBwOoy “dy “(7% ‘[:¢) Altsaisod sty pue 
jjeswiry uodn uls suaqnay jo yaye ayi B10N (1) 18°9-PZip SAIOINOUHD I 
@ annf ‘AvasanHl 

é(OL ‘6:f) teAvid zaqee 

wolf Ulva, [ UBD WeYUAY (fH) {POD Moqe sn [[a1 siyy saop yeyA, “UMOUXUN 
A][BNUIA JIB past, av Jey] SauTeU BUIOG “JUaWIUOITAUS JUasaId INO UI [eNpIA 
-Ipur UB SB OS[R PUR SONsIaJBIeYO paz1ayUL JO IYSI] UL SM Saas por) 1eYI 
ye} YI Japisuoy (¢) ZA[tuey AU Jo suOTe19Uad oININy Aq 10f poroquiauat 
eq T TEM weyyK ‘ajdoad asay} ynoge pres ssuryy ayt Jo aules dAlasqg) (Z) 
‘Way} Ul SUISsa]q PUB SUIUBIUT JY SN 0} [BAAVI 0} WIPY YSB SN Ja_ PAO 
stp ul way) pepnryout sey pos) vouls ng ‘snotpa} wes APUI salsojeauas) 
(1) €2:f1:T SYIOINOYHD I ‘USIaI SplAeqg :6Z-0L 
-deyo—uolsiaip yoog ‘suotyny sul asayy YIOG IsUTese UOT[[aqeI UI sem WOp 


:SaIsojBaues :6-[ S19} 


-Buly UsaYyIIOU VY} BOUIS WOPFZUTy UJIYINOS VY} UO SayeIUaIUOD aPT ‘SBULy 
jO OUI, SIpIAeq oy} pue o[duia} ay) ‘suOTININIsUT BUTAIP OM} Jo jUaUdoOTeA 
-9p 94} YUM Pausa0U0D JIB JY} SJUIPIOUL SJoa[as JaIIM VY, ‘papper s1ayiO 
pue ‘no ya] a1e sBuryy aus ynq ‘sdury [J] pue | pue ‘janweg jy se A104 
“sty JO potiod aures ay} 19A09 Sajoruoly ay, (UOlINpOsU) SAIDINOUHD I 


Lt annf ‘Avasinaqim 


‘suoljsenb ay} Jamsue 0} Sunduiaye 9107 
-aq Ajjnjoieo uonsod a[qig ay] peat 0} vins 9q ONINYOW AYIA? 


‘alqrq 24a uo 
—Arequsouwo0s snok—Aie UIUIWIOD ajduits B® osje st pue (Arowour 
0] pre ue st UMOP 9311M 03) purlU anOA UL PIOA, 9YI YSI[qQeIsa 
01 sdjay yooqajou eB yong “Apnys Joyiiny 10f suolseadssns ‘yuasaid 
78 Jamsue 0} a]qeun aie Nod YyoIyM suoNsanb ‘s}ysnoyy Mau ‘suors 
-saidwt ano umop 3uiytim ur [njdjay aaoid [[IM WOOSILON V 


‘suvaA AY UL IIQGIG 91NUa 9YyI YSNoIY OF []IM SSulpeas 
ay} SMOT[OJ OYM JUO 9YI Jey} pasuBlIe OS SI IY ‘oUIZeSeYY STH 
jo sjied a][qenjea soul ayy JO 9U0 SI GOD HLIM ONINYOW SIHL 


Goo HII 


ONINYOW 
STH.L 


‘upbufoyy Avy 
AQ $668 ‘Suawmaig vuiq Aq gg-Eg ‘xoy vinvT Aq ZB-LL ‘suvaq auvfe Aq 9) 
"SL SU]DSq -u7Q0 pinging Aq ZS°LZ “7797S -YINY Aq 92-1 yoiwaiaf SayouaT 
wouiyy Aq sajzaiuosyy) Jp fdivyg jasnsinpy Aq sajzaiuosyy) J ul s#uipvay 


é (€Z2-0Z “AA) poy jo aamod pue ssourjoy ey) qua p[tom aul ul suaddey yey 
aplouoved A[jeuy ysIwWyesg VY} SVOp MOY (Q) ZPaeealjap ay SI MOH ¢ (6L-9L 
‘AA) SNOIYSII ay ssBiey 0} A[JURIsSUOD UWaas SadUBIsUINIIID YAY (GS) 
é(SL-ZL “AA4) suonenys ajyewiyjn pue juasaid yioOg Ssiapisuod ay se snoazysII 
ay} UAAIS ST WOPSIM HY (f) Z (LTR “AA) pasidsap 410 paloust uew yst 
-[O0F ay Sey AJUSIaIaAOS S.poy Jo sajdiourid snotaqo yey (€) &(L-p AA) 
PexIM VYyI JO SjuaIUT pUB s]ysNoYyy ay} aie YAY (Z) Z(E-T “AA) POX Jo 
Jayoeieyo ay} ynoqe Ajdwi ysanbai sjstwjesg 941 Seop WY (1) 6 WIVSd 
O€ wIgwIildIs ‘AVGled 


6oft[ Aut yoaye Aysafeu spo jo uonyezijear ayi seop Moy] ZIysIur yeoId 
Spor) 0} pairduiod aq 0} Jamod A[yise—a st MOP (¢) ‘“SplOM asaya Jo suOT} 
-luyap ay} Jnogqe yuryy pue AreuoNsIp in0oA yoay) ‘ssaurjoy ‘AyySrur ‘Bur 
“ySB[19A9 ‘auoIYy ‘paysiiqeisa ‘Aysafeur ‘sud1a1 “a7 ‘ainjeu spo jo sqoadse 
oytoads aqtiosap YotyM spiom uod” ayeypayy Zwyesg styy Apnys | se puru 
Aut uodn passaidwt aie pos) jo ainqyeu ayy jo syoadse yey (Z) ZPlOT.241 


St OUAL “PlOT st OYM aUG 29Yy} UOdN UOTJUI}Ie INO aJeIJUIIUOD A]]eENUTZUOD 
ysNUL 9M PIOT yi diysiom 0} yaeS aM SY “p1O'T ay) 0} ssauIfoy puke saMod 
“10u0y Saqtiose iW “uoTyB10pe Io diysi0om jo wiyesd eB sI SIUL (LT) £6 W1VSd 
6% wIgwildIs ‘AVAGSYNHL 

guauW YIM ssul[eap stpy uodn yooyar | se 

ainjyeu Spor) Jo urea] [ UD IY AY “AI[EIA ‘A{IAISUOT ‘aINjeIS 0} SB SsBIZ 94) 
YIM Jepao 10 991} wWyed ayy sieduioD Zsaliesiaape siy Jo Surwusod19a0 ay) 
«1B9Y,, 10 .9aS,, aUO S2Op MOF ¢(ST-OL AA) PO JO puey ay wor padeas 
snoajysti ay} SBY SsuIssajq yeYyM ‘A[posun ayi Jo YSITd ayy 07 JsBI]UOD UT 
(€) ‘pod Jo AquBlasaaos [euJaja aYi YIM goUdISIX9 URUINY Jo ayeWA[N ay) 
aiedwoy {10119 SueU [[NP 10 [OOF ayy SI WYAL “(6G “AA) UBT JO WOPsIM 
24] YUM por JO WOPsIM ayi IsBIqUOT) (Z) {PO 07 papuodsal ystWesg 2y) 
sey MOH (pT “AA) ISIWesg ay} YUM IeRap poy sey MOY (1) 7% WIVSd 
8% wIsWIldIS ‘AVGSINGIM 

éP°D YUM diysmojjay Jo pury styy aavy [ og Zastwoid s poy st yey Zed 
SueU SE IY Z(O[-PL “AA) 9AeY UBT puke pos ABW drysuoNRiel Jo adA} 
wuA (€) (LT A) paystpdurosoe uonoajoid sip st MOY, (6 °A) pre S.poy 
andes [ Op MOY{ Z(g ‘A) VWOd UONONYsap ssop WOYM OF ZNYy Woy 
yay aq 0} aM aie UleWII9 MOY Z (ET ‘ZI *9 ‘G ‘AA) 9189 SIPZ SI aaIsuaYy 
-a1dWiod MOY Zparesysni[t uoroajoid sip st sAWM JeYM UT Zsn Burjoajo1d 
ploy 942 SI YM WOT ‘aouRIaAT[ap Spor ssoidxa ¢gT-¢E “AA (Z) Zap] AW Ur 
pey syd sey yoyo iy (‘Areuonorp B yoayo 07 djay We I) 2(Z ‘TE “AA) 
pos JO aouasaid ay} UI apIqe 10 [[JaMp 0} URJUT WI SIOp YeYAA (L) 16 WIVSd 
40 wigwiidss ‘“Avasini 





the valiant men in 5:18-22? (3) What spiritual principles can I find? How 
do they apply to my life? (Observe the armor in Ephesians 6:16, 17). 
Cp. John 15:5b, 7; Ephesians 3:20. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 3 

I CHRONICLES 7, 8, 9 (1) What was the cause of Israel’s troubles according 
to 9:1? Why do you suppose that Israel (i.e., the leaders of Israel), the 
priests, Levites, and temple servants returned to Jerusalem first? (2) Note 
how the priests are described in 9:13. Cp. I Peter 2:5, 9; Revelation 1:6. 
Read the admonitions in Leviticus 19:2, 18; Mark 12:31. How do I meas- 
ure up? (3) Note the diversity of gifts and duties in the religious com- 
munity (9:23-34; 6:48). What were some of the duties? Meditate on I 
Corinthians 12:4-11. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 4 

I CHRONICLES 10:1-11:9 (1) Why did God remove Saul from being king 
and permit his death? What warning is here for me? Cp. John 15:2a. 
(2) What is God’s standard for a leader of His people? Cp. Ezekiel 34:23. 
(3) What was the reason for David’s increasing greatness? 


SUNDAY, JUNE 5 

I CHRONICLES 11:10-47 (1) List the characteristics of David’s chiefs. (2) 
Is it possible to have these characteristics as a soldier in God’s army? Cp. 
Matthew 28:18, Luke 11:9, Ephesians 6:10. How would my witness change 
if I exhibited these characteristics in serving the Lord in the battle against 
evil? (3) Were David’s men opportunists seeking his favor after he be- 
came king? Note 11:15; also 12:1. (4) Note the events in vv. 17-19. Am 
I as eager to carry out my Lord’s desires? Cp. I John 2:3. 


MONDAY, JUNE 6 

I CHRONICLES 12 (1) Consider the abilities of the men who were on David's 
side, especially noting those of Issachar (v. 32—cp. I Corinthians 14:20), 
and those of Zebulun (v. 33—cp. Ephesians 6:10-17). (2) How important 
is preparation? What am I doing to prepare myself for the Lord’s service? 
(3) What drew Amasai and his followers to David (v. 18)? What may I 
learn from this? (4) What characterized those who came to make David 
king (v. 38)? What was the result of this fact? Cp. Psalm 86:11b. 
TUESDAY, JUNE 7 


I CHRONICLES 13, 14 (1) Consider God’s anger in regard to bringing the 
ark to Jerusalem. Cp. 15:12, 13. (2) What was David’s response to God’s 
judgment? What can I learn from David’s experience? (3) In ch. 14 con- 
trast David’s obedience to God’s commands with Saul’s disobedience (I Sam- 
uel 15). Note: David sought God’s will, obeyed, and God magnified him. 
Cp. I Samuel 2:30. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8 
I CHRONICLES 15:1-16:6 (1) David had learned the lesson from God’s judg- 
ment in ch. 13. Am I careful to learn from my mistakes? (2) Note all 


pus? What kind of a witness is it? Disobedience does not change the 
character of God, but it can certainly ruin a witness to Him. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 

PSALM 86 (1) List each request that David makes and the reason for each. 
(Note the words for, because, that, etc.) Which of these seem relevant to 
situations in your life? (2) What does David think of God? Is the God 
I believe in as great and yet as personal as this? What was David's re- 
sponse to Him? 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 

PSALM 87 (1) What is God’s relationship to this city? (2) What does this 
show about things that God puts His hand upon? (3) Knowing that God's 
hand is upon me, do I recognize v. 7b in my life? Read Psalm 139:1-18. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

PSALM 88 (1) Whom does the Psalmist blame for his sorrow (vv. 6, 8, 18) ? 
Why, then, does he turn to God for help? Am I aware as he was that the 
Lord is the only source of comfort and aid? (2) What areas of life does 
the Lord control? (3) What request is made? What is the purpose of the 
rest of the prayer? Do I express my feelings to God honestly? Do I rec- 
ognize God’s hand in my life completely? (4) Read through this Psalm 
again, considering it as a prayer of Jesus Christ to the Father while He 
was on the cross. Think what He endured for us. 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 

PSALM 89 (1) What characteristics of God are extolled by the Psalmist 
(vv. 1-4)? (2) What relationship exists between God and the heavenly 
beings (vv. 5-8)? between God and His earthly creations (vv. 9-18)? What 
attributes do both ascribe to God? (3) What are the terms of the cove- 
nant God has made with his people (vv. 19-37) ? Note the idioms by which 
the eternal aspect of the covenant is expressed. (4) What has befallen the 
Jewish people (vv. 38-45)? Relate their circumstances to the nature of God 
expressed in vv. 5-18 and to the certainty of the covenant in vv. 19-37, (5) 


What are the bases of the Psalmist’s appeal for deliverance from God 
(vv. 46-52) ? 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 

PSALM 90 (1) Place this Psalm in its historical setting by noting its au- 
thor. (2) Compare the eternal nature of God’s being with the time-ridden 
quality of man’s existence (vv. 1-6). What attributes of God are expressed? 
Note the metaphors that convey man’s fleeting existence. (3) What is the 
cause of the shortness and bitterness of life that has come upon us (vv. 
7-12)? What does the God-fearing man purpose for his life (v. 12)? (4) 
What does Moses request of God (vy. 13-17)? What must he realize about 
the character and purpose of God in order to make such requests? (5) Is 
my response to God like this? 
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HIS, 





TUESDAY, JUNE 14 

I CHRONICLES 21:14-22:1 (1) What do we learn about God’s character in 
(2) David did not plea for per- 
sonal immunity. Note his concern for his people. (3) What is essential in 


this section? How is it demonstrated? 


all giving to God (v. 24)? Is this principle consistently operative in my 
life? Cp. (rsv) Psalm 54:6; 51:17; Hebrews 13:15, 16. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15 

I CHRONICLES 22:2-23:32 (1) What was David’s desire for his son (v. 12)? 
Do I turn to God for these—in order to obey Him? (2) Did David lose 
interest in God’s temple after he had been denied the privilege of building 
it? How can I follow his example? Cp. I Corinthians 12:25, 26. (3) What 
was David’s concern in the closing days of his life (23:27-32)? Note that 
in all David’s plans for the temple his emphasis was the revealed will and 
commandment of God (22:13; 24:19). Am I zealous to know and obey 
God’s will as revealed in His Word? 


THURSDAY, JUNE 16 

I CHRONICLES 24, 25 (1) Chapters 23-27 deal with the organization of the 
kingdom. Note that each task was carefully considered and provided for. 
Of what significance is this for the Christian group to which I belong? 
Cp. I Corinthians 14:40. (2) The term of service for the Levites (24 
groups) was two weeks per year, besides being on call at festivals. (3) 
Ch. 25 shows the careful preparation given to music. Do I rank music high 


14:15. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 17 

I CHRONICLES 26, 27 (1) The doorkeepers, officers of the treasuries, and 
judges are appointed in ch. 26. (2) Note the qualifications for these offices 
(vv. 6, 9, 31, 32, especially 8). What are my qualifications for His service? 
Cp. If Timothy 2:15. (3) Ch. 27 lists civil and military leaders and their 
responsibilities, as well as David’s counselors and overseers. God gave David 
much responsibility, but He also provided the necessary help. Am I trust- 
ing Him to do this for me? 


SATURDAY, JUNE 18 

I CHRONICLES 28 (1) Are there cherished ambitions in my life which I’m 
unwilling to give up? Note David’s attitude toward God’s direction in vv. 
2, 3. (2) To what extent is God’s blessing related to obedience (vv. 7-9) ? 
(3) Observe the order of v. 9 (know, then serve).. How was Solomon to 
serve God (v. 9)? Cp. Ephesians 6:6. Is this true of me? (4) Note David's 
encouragement to Solomon after the plan was given. Do I need encourage- 


ment now for what God has given me to do? Read Philippians 1:6; 
I Thessalonians 5:24, 


SUNDAY, JUNE 19 
I CHRONICLES 29 (1) Note Matthew 22:37, 38. How did David exemplify 


trust in that which is seen rather than in the promises of God, which are 
substantiated by His character. 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 

JEREMIAH 44 (1) This is Jeremiah’s last recorded message. What does he 
say has caused the destruction of Jerusalem? (2) Think about v. 4. Note 
the longing in God’s heart toward this wicked people. Why were their acts 
so abominable to Him? (3) Compare Jeremiah’s concept of the cause of 
their situation (vv. 2, 6-10, 11-14, 20-23) with the concept the Jews in Egypt 
had (vv. 16-19). Note the inevitable result (vv. 24-30). (4) Why do you 
think God brought such judgment upon them? What is idolatry? Are you 
sure that you are free from it? 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 

JEREMIAH 45 This chapter, according to the date in v. 2, chronologically 
should follow ch. 36. However its message is important here. (1) What 
was the lament of Baruch? Was he justified in this? What was God’s 
answer to him? What does it mean to one to break down that which he 
has built? to uproot that which he has planted? Why did he build and 
plant anyway? (2) In light of this, what does v. 5 mean? What do you 
think is God’s “feeling” in all this? (3) Why do you think this chapter 
has been placed here? (4) Have you ever experienced the sorrow of God 
as you look at the result of evil around you? 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 

JEREMIAH 46-51 Try to scan these chapters today. Don’t attempt to note 
detail, but just get the feeling of these chapters, which form a section of 
warnings against the nations surrounding Palestine. Chronologically, these 
warnings were delivered before the siege of Jerusalem, so that some of the 
events spoken of in these chapters had taken place prior to Jeremiah’s ex- 
hortation to submit to Babylon. It is significant to note that Jeremiah’s 
concern aad awareness of the significance of events goes far beyond his own 
national borders. To what extent do you make yourself aware of what is 
happening in the world today? Are you seeing the significance of inter- 
national events in light of God’s working in history? 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

JEREMIAH 46 (1) Vv. 3, 4 are a stirring call to battle—but how does the 
tone change at v. 5? The scene of defeat described by the prophet is the 
famous battle of Carchemish (605 B.C.) which marked the downfall of 
Egypt and Babylon’s rise as mistress of the eastern world. (2) Remember 
that Egypt was the nation to which Israel and Judah were looking for sup- 
port. Note the ways in which Egypt’s humiliation is described. This is the 
nation to which God’s people chose to turn rather than obey Him. How 
does this echo Jeremiah’s words in 2:13? (3) How do wv. 27, 28 contrast 
with the rest of the chapter? Here is the marvelous patience of God for 
His own. Here, too (v. 28b), is the sense of God’s ultimate justice. God 
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FRIDAY, JUNE 24 

Il CHRONICLES 3, 4 (1) List the raw materials which were used in building 
the house of the Lord. It has been suggested that the whole of the temple 
shows the character of Christ, and gold specifically typifies His deity. 
Think about these two chapters and write down your conclusions. (2) Com- 
pare I Chronicles 28:14 with the great specificity of these chapters. God 
was careful about the materials and the manner in which they were used 
in this temple. After reading I Corinthians 6:19, 20, write an application 
of this truth for yourself. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 25 

II CHRONICLES 5 (1) Trace the events in this chapter which lead up to the 
climax. (2) What things have you experienced recently which would lead 
you to praise and thank God? (3) Has there been the completion of some 
spiritual task which should be the occasion for your Christian group to set 


aside specific time for singing and praising the Lord? 


SUNDAY, JUNE 26 

Il CHRONICLES 6 (1) If all that you knew about God you had learned from 
this chapter, what would you know about Him? List these things in your 
notebook. Is your God like this? (2) From this prayer, what is required 
of the man who wants to walk in fellowship with God? (3) Solomon ac- 
knowledges that there is no man who does not sin. How long has it been 
since you have confessed specific sin to the Lord and known His forgive- 
? 


ness? You can do it now. 


MONDAY, JUNE 27 


II CHRONICLES 7 (1) What things happened after the glory of the Lord 
filled the temple? Is your heart responding to His glory in sacrifice? Cp. 
Hebrews 13:15, 16. (2) What spiritual principles underlie vv. 13, 14? 
(3) Rain may be likened to spiritual refreshing; the land to spiritual bless- 
ings. Is there some area of your life which is “dry”? Are “little things” 
eating away at the great spiritual blessings which God intends for you 
(Ephesians 1:3) ? 


TUESDAY, JUNE 28 

II CHRONICLES 8, 9 (1) As you read this large portion, note the sections 
which refer to God. What do you learn about Him from these references? 
Cp. Il Chronicles 1:7-12. (2) In Matthew 12:38-42, Jesus compares Him- 
self to Solomon. What lesson is He trying to teach the scribes and Phar- 
isees? Are you guilty of their sin? 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29 


II CHRONICLES 10 (1) Contrast Rehoboam’s attitude toward his responsi- 


bility as king with Solomon’s. Cp. 1:7-13. (2) Glance through ch. 6 to 
discover Solomon’s attitude toward the people and his concern for their 
spiritual health. What is the relationship between these attitudes and the 
source of the counsel each man received (1:7-13; 10:6, 8)? To whom do 


of hope to the grim realities of the present. (2) Study the purchase of the 
field. How might this tangibly contribute to the future hope? (3) What 
was the striking characteristic of Jeremiah’s prayer? He was obviously 
perplexed about this purchase and admitted this to God, yet without de- 
manding an answer. (4) What have you learned from this passage about 


obedience? about prayer? 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 

JEREMIAH 32:26-44 God answers Jeremiah’s prayer in two parts: the pres- 
ent (vv. 26-35); the future (vv. 36-44). (1) Compare the difference in the 
perspective in Jeremiah’s prayer (v. 24) and God's answer (v. 28). Notice 
(2) Think about v. 33. What 
(3) Study the promises God 
makes to His people. Compare the present state with the future promise. 


again the reasons for this drastic situation. 
is your attitude toward God’s instruction? 


Note that the future is to bring not only a physical restoration but a spir- 


itual one. (4) What is God’s answer to Jeremiah’s perplexity (vv. 42-44) ? 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 

JEREMIAH 33 Note that Jeremiah was still in prison because of his per- 
sistence in declaring the word of the Lord which was contrary to popular 
feeling. (1) How did the Lord meet Jeremiah in these circumstances? 
(2) Again restoration is promised (vv. 16-18). This promise has not been 
fulfilled nationalistically. However in a spiritual sense it has been fulfilled 
in Jesus Christ. See I Corinthians 1:30; Revelation 22:16. (3) What 


pledges of His covenant does the Lord give? 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 

JEREMIAH 34 (1) Read vv. 1-7. What do you think was Nebuchadrezzar’s 
concept of this battle? In actuality, who was in control? Grasp the fact 
of God sovereignly acting in history. He has not changed. (2) Vv. 8-22 
What was God’s command? What were the immediate and subsequent re- 
sponses of the people? (3) What is your immediate response to God’s 


commands? your subsequent response? Cp. I John 2:3: 3:22-24; 5:3. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 

JEREMIAH 35 Chs. 35, 36 probably occurred about 20 years prior to the 
previous chapters, (1) What is the incident that Jeremiah has recalled? 
Compare Rechab’s sons with the inhabitants of Judah and Israel. (2) Why 
do you think this event has been placed here? (3) What was the reason 
for the blessing of God upon Jonadad? (4) Are you aware of God's de- 
light in your obedience to Him? to your parents? Do you find it easier 
to keep a promise to man than to God? 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 

JEREMIAH 36 (1) What was the purpose of this message to Israel and 
Judah? Compare the reactions of the princes (vv. 11-19) with the reaction 
of the king (vv. 20-26). (2) What would the fate of the people have been 
if the king had heeded the word of the Lord (v. 3)? What was the result 


HIS, JUNE, 1960 
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TUESDAY, JULY 5 

Il CHRONICLES 18, 19 (1) Describe the character of Ahab and Jehoshaphat. 
(2) Why was this alliance displeasing to God? (3) Meditate on Jeremiah 
17:5-7 in connection with this. (4) Are you attempting some enterprise 
which will please the Lord (19:3), but nevertheless, practically speaking, 
your confidence is not in Him? What result may you expect in your rela- 
tionship with God (19:2)? (5) What lesson do you learn from 19:2 which 
is repeated in II Corinthians 6:14-7:1? 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 6 

Il CHRONICLES 18, 19 (1) Reread these two chapters looking specifically 
at the prophets. (2) What sins to avoid do you see in the lying prophets? 
Cp. Colossians 3:22-25. (3) What lessons do you learn from Micaiah? 
Think about II Timothy 3:12. (4) No. 147 in Hymns is the prayer of one 
who desires to walk with God in spite of consequences. Is this your prayer? 


THURSDAY, JULY 7 

II CHRONICLES 20 (1) Vv. 1-12. In what way does Jehoshaphat follow 
Solomon’s example in 1:7-10 and 6:4-11? Note the identification of the 
people with their leader in seeking God in this extremity. (2) Vv. 13-23. 
What was it possible for Jehoshaphat and the people not to fear but, posi- 
tively, to worship and praise God? (3) At what point did the Lord actu- 
ally set the ambush? (4) List the various results of this “battle.” (5) Vv. 
31-37. Write down the sins to avoid in this section and ask the Lord to 
show you the application to your life. 


FRIDAY, JULY 8 

II CHRONICLES 21, 22 (1) Notice the reason for Jehoram’s actions and his 
attitude toward God. What solemn lesson is here for the one who would 
follow God? (2) Sickness is not always punishment from God as it was 
in this case. What other consequences did Jehoram’s conduct have? (3) 
These two chapters are exceedingly black with corruption, but rays of light 
appear throughout. List these and meditate on what these facts show you 
about God. 


SATURDAY, JULY 9 

II CHRONICLES 23 (1) What things had to happen in the inner life of 
Jehoiada and what actions did he take before the wicked queen was over- 
thrown? (2) What were the results of Jehoiada’s bold action (a) for the 
people; (b) for the Lord; (c) for the rightful king? (3) It may be that 
your initial courageous action is necessary to move a whole group of people 
in spiritual revival. Read the following Scriptures prayerfully, asking God 
the Holy Spirit to strengthen your heart for His work: Joshua 1:5-9; Prov- 
erbs 28:1; Acts 4:13; Romans 13:11-14; Hebrews 4:14-16; II Peter 3:11-14. 


SUNDAY, JULY 10 
II CHRONICLES 24 (1) Contrast Joash’s actions during Jehoiada’s life with 
his actions after Jehoiada’s death. In what specific ways did the priest in- 


James 1:27 and Mark 12:30, 31 characterize a life in touch with Jesus 
Christ. How practical is your walk with God in reference to your room- 
mate, international students, social problems? How would you summarize 
Israel’s and Judah’s history? Cp. v. 21 with Psalm 78. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 23 

JEREMIAH 23 Who are the shepherds? Note their life and words. What 
are the qualities of a true teacher or shepherd? Has God chosen you to 
be a shepherd? See I Peter 5:1-4. Of whom is Jeremiah speaking in wv. 
5, 6? How much has been fulfilled thus far? What effect has it had upon 
you? Cp. I Corinthians 1:30. Note the emphasis on hearing the Word of 
God before speaking. Relate this to your quiet time. Note the description 
of the Word of God (v. 29). Meditate on the effects that fire and rock 
have on an object. Have you come in contact with it this morning? How 
will it affect you today? See II Timothy 3:16. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24 

JEREMIAH 24 Review II Kings 24:8-18. Zedekiah has been made king by 
Nebuchadnezzar. Think about the vision and its meaning. Note the prom- 
ises God made to the exiles. Why is He so gracious? Are you whole- 
hearted in your allegiance and obedience to Christ? Pray that He will 
help you to be so in all areas. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 25 

JEREMIAH 25 How long did Jeremiah prophesy? What “results” did he 
have? What does this reveal about Jeremiah? Evaluate your own faithful- 
ness in witnessing on campus for one week, six months, four years, Cp. v. 4 
with II Chronicles 36:11-21. Note God’s continuing mercy. What may God 


use to accomplish His purpose? He can use anything to accomplish His 
will (suffering, illness, lack of funds, testing, people). Read Romans 
8:28, 29, 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 26 

JEREMIAH 26 What commission is given Jeremiah? How do the people 
react? Cp. Matthew 27:22, 23. Think about Jeremiah’s submission. See 
I Peter 2:23. In what ways were the three prophets alike? How were all 
treated? Should you expect anything different? Read Matthew 10:16-22: 
I Peter 4:12, 13; and John 16:33. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 27 

JEREMIAH 27 As you study chs, 27-45, it is well to keep in mind that this 
is historical biography and therefore particular attention should be given 
to the people, time and place involved in each narrative. Allow yourself 
to become aware of God working in the history of the times. Also remem- 
ber that what God was having Jeremiah declare tended to cut across the 
grain of human and national reason. (1) What did God command Jere- 
miah to do? Why this object lesson? (2) To whom were these to be sent? 
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In this chapter what was the greatest danger which Hezekiah faced? Is 
your greatest spiritual danger from without or within? (2) Describe and 
(3) How 
can you “cut off the supply” to some sin or enemy which is attacking you 
today? 


contrast the tactics of Sennacherib and Hezekiah in this contest. 


SUNDAY, JULY 17 

II CHRONICLES 33 (1) List Manasseh’s sins. What was God’s punishment 
for these terrible acts? What does this tell you about His character? 
(2) Are you amazed at God’s mercy after the terrible wickedness in which 
Manasseh indulged? V. 13. Do you have acquaintances whom you have 
felt are too sinful to be saved? This is a time to reevaluate your attitudes, 
asking God to use you in showing them His readiness to forgive. (3) 
Manasseh performed deeds in accord with his repentance, but what influ- 


ence had his previous conduct had on Judah? 


MONDAY, JULY 18 

Il CHRONICLES 34 (1) What examples worthy of imitation are in vv. 1-7? 
(2) Observe the responsibilities which different people had in repairing the 
house of God. In whatever job the Lord has given you, can the same com- 
mendation be given you as is written of these workmen (v. 12)? (3) What 
effects did the reading of the book of the law have on the king and the 
people? Does the Bible bring you to immediate attention? obedience? 


TUESDAY, JULY 19 


Il CHRONICLES 35, 36 (1) Of what significance is the great number of 


animals which were sacrificed during this passover? Cp. John 1:36. (2) 
Josiah was probably the most godly of the kings mentioned, having begun 
early in life to seek God. What relationship do you see between his life 


and his death, particularly in his influence on the people? (3) Relate 
36:1-21 to Galatians 6:7-10. (4) Vv. 22, 23. This closing paragraph indi- 
cates that God is sovereign and will accomplish His purpose in spite of 
His people’s disobedience. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 20 

II CHRONICLES 1-36 (1) Review the 6 or 8 portions you have memorized 
from II Chronicles. (2) Finish any part of your chart on the kings which 
is still lacking. Now glance through the column headed “Spiritual principle 
taught,” asking God to impress upon your mind the truth He desires to 
emphasize to you personally. (3) Try to answer any questions you wrote 
the first day. (4) Spend these minutes in praise and thanksgiving. 


THURSDAY, JULY 21 

PSALM 75 Despite the dangers which encompass them, Asaph praises the 
Lord, for he knows He is a righteous judge. Do you praise the Lord in the 
face of adversity? Why or why not? Do outward circumstances change 
your attitude toward God? Does He ever change (Hebrews 1:12; 13:8) ? 
What does this Psalm show of the sovereignty of God? Are we to fear the 


on campus? for yourself? Does God answer? Note his answer in Psalm 
37. What should be Jeremiah’s concern (v. 5)? Compare the discipline 
and maturity of your life with this. How do you measure up? What can 
you begin to do today, by God’s grace and power, to remedy this? Read 
Isaiah 40:31; II Timothy 2:15; Hebrews 12:1; 2. Be specific in one thing. 
God wants to have you ready for future days of perhaps greater difficulty 
and aloneness. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 13 

JEREMIAH 13 Compare the new girdle with the buried one as to appear- 
ance, usefulness, etc. What is the application? Note what God has made 
you: I Peter 2:9, 10. How can you mar your life? What characteristics 
become evident in a life of persistent disobedience? What is the meaning 
of v. 23? How many times have you tried to reform a habit or yourself? 
Think of one habit you have right now (temper, laziness, wandering mind). 
We are slaves without hope, except for the deliverance of Jesus Christ 
(Philippians 4:13; I Corinthians 15:57). 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 14 

JEREMIAH 14, 15 As you read, pay particular attention to Jeremiah’s 
prayers for the people (14:7-9, 19-22) and to God’s answers. What does 
Jeremiah acknowledge (note his identification with the people)? What 
does he ask? Upon what grounds does he pray for deliverance? Are your 
praying and intercession based upon your merits or God’s character? What 
is God’s answer to Jeremiah? Was Jeremiah ineffective in prayer? Do you 
feel that you are when the answer is no? 


MONDAY, AUGUST 15 

JEREMIAH 14, 15 Pay special attention today to Jeremiah’s lament and 
prayer in 15:10-18 and God’s answers, vv. 19-21. Jeremiah seems resigned 
to God’s will about the people and now turns toward his own needs. What 
is his plea? Again, what is the basis for his plea? Is v. 16 true for you? 
How do you “eat” the Word? Do you have “daily” food which causes re- 
joicing and refreshment? Or do you need to ask God to make you hungry 
(Matthew 5:6)? What did God require of Jeremiah? What did He prom- 
ise? See 1:18, 19; II Timothy 2:19-21. Can you apply this to yourself? 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 16 

JEREMIAH 16 What did God require of Jeremiah? Imagine the loneliness 
involved in obedience. What is involved in being a servant of God (Mat- 
thew 26:39b; Galatians 2:20)? Are you willing to say yes to any denials 
God asks of you today? Read II Corinthians 12:9, Note again God's 
mercy. See v. 15; 5:10, 18; 30:10, 11; 46:27, 28. What does God want 
to accomplish (v. 21)? Cp. 13:11; I Peter 2:9, 10. Is this true for you 
and others on your campus? 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17 
JEREMIAH 17 Note the figures of speech in v. 1. What impressions do they 
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What do the words “I heard a voice I had not known” indicate about Israel 
at this time? Describe God’s past care for Israel. Why is Israel admon- 
ished? Why did God give them over to stubborn hearts? What would God 
do for them if they would listen to Him? How do Christians bring trouble 
on themselves today? What is your heart attitude toward God this morning? 


THURSDAY, JULY 28 

PSALM 82 Describe the men in authority. What does God say about their 
judgments? Describe His judgments. What is the eventual end of these 
men who are so wise in their own conceits? How did the Lord Jesus Christ 
Read 


exercise the judgment of God when He came to dwell among men? 
John 5:22-24. Thank God for His righteous judgment. 


FRIDAY, JULY 29 
PSALM 83 
(2) Whose enemies are these? 


(1) What do the enemies of God’s people want to do to them? 
(3) What 
does the writer ask for in his prayer? Why can we boldly pray against the 
opposition we face for the name of Christ? 


Note the possessive pronouns. 


Is my motivation. in interces- 
sory prayer the same as v. 18? Cp. Philippians 2:10, 11. 

SATURDAY, JULY 30 

PSALM 84 (1) List the names and attributes of God, and think about each 
one. (2) What is the Psalmist’s desire and prayer in relation to the pres- 


ence of God? Is this my longing? (3) What response does God want from 
His people? What does He want to do for His people? 


SUNDAY, JULY 31 
PSALM 85 (1) Before he makes a request of God, what does the Psalmist 


use as the basis of his request? For what does he pray? What is his atti- 
tude after making the petition? 


How can this help us in our praying? 
(2) From this Psalm list the characteristics of God and the things that 
He does. Then worship Him, thanking and praising Him for what you have 
seen of Him here. 

MONDAY, AUGUST I! 

JEREMIAH 1 What commands and promises did Jeremiah receive from the 
Lord? What was his response? What is your response to the Lord’s com- 
mands and promises for you in a particular situation (campus, dorm, over- 
seas)? Why did God expect Jeremiah to obey? Think about the power 
expressed in the adjectives of v. 18. What do you find your greatest hin- 
drance in sharing the gospel? See vv. 6-8. Are you encouraged and will- 
ing to obey the Lord because of the promises in vv. 8, 9, 19? 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 2 

JEREMIAH 2:1-3:5 Compare the earlier picture of Israel with what hap- 
pened afterward. What caused the change? Note God’s view of Israel’s 
sin. What characteristics do you find in Israel that are common to human 
nature? Jeremiah 17:9 gives the basic problem. Think about the differ- 
ences between a fountain of living water and broken cisterns. What “cis- 


: 


terns” might you make for yourself? Jesus Christ is the “fountain of living 
water” (John 4:14). What are false ways of dealing with sin (vv. 18, 22)? 
How only must you deal with it (I John 1:9)? Think about v. 5 and 


Matthew 6:21. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3 

JEREMIAH 3:6-4:4 What sin is condemned? Why is God more displeased 
with Judah than with Israel? 
you have God’s regard of sin? Do you learn from the experience of others 
(vv. 8, 9)? Read I Corinthians 10:6, 11. 
to fellowship with the Lord (4:1, 3, 4)? What do these words mean? 
Note that God continues to acknowledge His “family” relationship even 
though they have sinned (vv. 14, 19, 22). 


Do you find hypocrisy in your heart? Do 


How could Israel be restored 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 4 

JEREMIAH 4:5-31 How is the enemy described? What is to be their effect 
on Judah? Note the immensity of destruction. Why is God allowing this? 
Cp. v. 18 with 3:19. Do you recognize God and His purpose behind all 
Note God’s hatred of sin. Sin, if not repented of and cleansed, 
must be punished. What characteristics of God are revealed in this? Note 
Jeremiah’s reaction to this judgment (v. 19). How do you react as you 


things? 


realize God’s judgment upon the sin and rebellion of your roommate or a 
classmate who doesn’t know Jesus Christ? Is your witness affegted by this 


concern: 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 5 

JEREMIAH 5 Note the condition of all men in Jerusalem. It is obvious that 
knowledge of the law didn’t guarantee a walk with God. Does it for you? 
Think about v. 3 to grasp the extent of rebellion. Ask God for an open, 
teachable heart which responds quickly to Him. Note and compare God's 
sovereign control of nature with man’s free will (vv. 22-24). Are you will- 
ing to give Him yourself to be controlled? Compare the “heart” in v. 23 
with Psalm 51:10, 17. How would each affect your conduct and relation- 
ships with people, and with God? 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 6 

JEREMIAH 6 Compare Israel’s sin with Romans 1:21-32. Note especially 
their wilful, knowing defiance of God. Have you wilfully ignored or dis- 
obeyed a command of God to you? Notice Israel’s deafness to God’s Word. 
What were they substituting (I Samuel 15:22, 23; Hosea 6:6)? Are you 
in agreement with God as to what is vital in your Christian life? Do you 
increasingly hear and heed His voice in your heart and life? What is the 
result of “refining”? Cp. Malachi 3:3 and John 15:2 with wv. 29, 30. Are 
you bearing more fruit” (Galatians 5:22) in relationships with your family, 
friends, 1vcF chapter, as a result of “refining”? 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 7 
JEREMIAH 7:1-8:3 Compare the life and practice of the people with their 
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why not read 
through the BIBLE 
this summer 


Qa 


ANN TYLER 


I’ve become aware of a tendency 
among Christians to confine their Bible reading 
largely or entirely to the New Testament—perhaps 
only to certain favorite portions of that. These same 
people would argue strongly for the inspiration of 
the entire Bible, declaring it to be the very Word 
of God to us. Yet they limit God’s working in their 
lives by neglecting large portions of His Word. 

There is great blessing to be had in reading the 
whole Bible. We all know of people who have taken 
up their Bible, being completely unfamiliar with it, 
and have begun reading in Genesis. They have 
plowed through as much as they could, and then 
bogged down discouraged—many of them not even 
beyond the Pentateuch. 

I did this myself when I was twelve. But how 
different it was when as a Christian, having become 
somewhat familiar with Biblical doctrines and con- 
tent, I began on a New Year’s Day to read through 
the entire Bible. My aim was to complete it before 
the year was over, and I had been told it was possi- 
ble to do this by reading just five chapters a day. 

I began with Genesis and found it completely 
absorbing. This time I was older, but I also now 
had the Holy Spirit within me to make it real and 
alive. I just had to read on through Exodus to see 
what happened. 

Then it was time, for me anyway, to go to the 
New Testament. I read Matthew, then went back to 
see what Leviticus held. To be perfectly honest, I 
had a Bible with good footnotes (the Pilgrim Edi- 
tion of the King James Version) to explain difficult 
parts and to point out how many of the Old Testa- 
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ment events and rituals foreshadowed what was yet 
to come, when our Savior’s work was to be done. 

I continued in this way, reading in the Old Testa- 
ment as long as it was meaningful and spiritually 
refreshing, then going to the next book in the New 
Testament. I decided never to stop in the middle of 
a book, but to finish the one I was reading before 
going to the other end of the Bible. 

It is helpful to keep in mind that the Old Testa- 
ment has thirty-nine books while the New Testament 
has twenty-seven. Yet the Old Testament is more 
than three times the length of the New. Each time, 
therefore, I tried to read farther in the Old Testa- 
ment than in the New so it would come out more or 
less even in the end. 

What lessons I found in the history of the Hebrew 
people as God dealt with them. My indignation 
stirred at the way they would turn away from the 
Lord time after time when He had done so much 
for them. They would have a mighty demonstration 
of His power and love for them, and in no time at 
all they would be copying the ways of their heathen 
neighbors. 

Then the voice of the Spirit would come in my 
heart, “Don’t you do the same thing?” 

“Yes, Lord. And with far more revelation of 
Thee than these.” 

I read the account of Queen Esther and her vic- 
tory over her desire for self-preservation. I thrilled 
to the challenge to the prophets to stand, sometimes 
all alone, and declare fearlessly the message God 
gave them. How the words of Amos apply to us 
today. 





You probably know where to find the Minor 
Prophets in your Bible (they come right before the 
New Testament). But do you have any idea of their 
content? Read them slowly with a Bible handbook 
(such as:Manley’s New Bible Handbook, Inter-Var- 
sity Press) close by and you will be thrilled and 
inspired, looking with new faith for the coming of 
the King. 

How about the New Testament—how long has it 
been since you read the Book of James? You don’t 
like it, it makes you feel uncomfortable? It is the 
Word of God as much as the comforting words of 
John’s Gospel. When did you last read Revelation 
all through? Never? Christ Himself promises a 
special blessing on those who read it and take to 
heart what it says. What other New Testament 
books are less familiar to you? Hebrews, or I and 
II Timothy? 

We get to know God through His Word. If you 
feel the need for a greater work of grace in your 
heart, take advantage of this wonderful means right 
at hand. But read the Word of God to see what God 
has said, not to find your own beliefs verified. Make 
up your mind to read the whole Bible and receive 
the blessing the Lord wants to give you through it. 

The best way to accomplish this is to have a reg- 
ular time set aside each day to pray and read the 
Bible. Do you? END 


NICE LITTLE BUNCH 
(Continued from page 10) 

“You remember a month or so ago when they 
wert into the study with me after the evening 
service?” 

“Sure,” I said, “the second Sunday they came.” 

“They accepted Christ that night, both of them,” 
Pastor continued. “I didn’t preach anything special. 
But they were interested, and so they asked what I 
meant by ‘the new life in Christ.’ I explained and 
then we prayed. Talk about exuberant converts, 
they were it.” Pastor had a pleasant way of smiling 
when he talked about things like this. 

“What about when you saw them yesterday?” 
asked Evy. 

“Two disillusioned, mixed-up guys, if ever I’d 
seen any. ‘Pastor,’ Dominic said to me, ‘how does 
a man go about serving Christ alone?’ I didn’t have 
to ask what he meant. I knew all too well. We 
have a club here in our church and the clubhouse 


door was closed, that’s all. Only, you see, I didn’t 
have enough sense to realize it a month ago or I 
could have warned them.” Pastor wasn’t smiling 
now. 

I sort of swallowed and avoided looking at the 
others. We still went to Dayton’s, but nobody said 
much, especially about the Genitos. Evy invited the 
bunch over to her place for Friday night, and then 
things picked up a little, but still not like usual. 

Evy hadn’t mentioned the get-together at her 
place till after we’d been at Dayton’s half an hour. 
She was pretty taken back by what Pastor said. I 
knew that much. She was quiet at first, and then 
after she mentioned the get-together, she talked all 
the time, telling each one of us what to bring. 

So Friday night came. I had to set up the ping 
pong tables so I got there first. Of course I would 
have anyway, you know, ping pong tables or not. 
Evy wouldn’t let me in the kitchen. Just told me to 
tend to the ping pong tables and answer the door. 

The first ones there after me were Dominic and 
Vito. I was hoping Evy would invite them but 
didn’t feel like I should come right out and say so. 
But I sort of figured she might. 

I tried to be more natural around them than be- 
fore, not so put on. When the others came, they did 
the same. They were a little surprised at first, espe- 
cially Ed, but they all seemed glad to see them. 
Dominic even beat Dale at ping pong. 

When it came time to eat, Evy went out to the 
kitchen alone and came back with a tray heaped 
with some grandaddy weiner buns. She passed them 
first to Vito. 

“Oh!” he said, “Grinders!” 

Evy smiled. “Ham, cheese, lettuce, tomato, sauce 
and peppers, lots of tasty red peppers.” 

They were good, too, of all the crazy things. The 
whole bunch liked them. Dale scraped the peppers 
off his, but he ate the rest right down. 

Good old Evy. Like I said, we’re getting married 
come next June 14. It’s going to be one big affair, 
like Evy deserves. Ed’s standing up for me. That 
was settled long before Evy and I even had our first 
date. Dominic and Jerry are going to be attendants. 
Vito’s going to emcee at the reception. Dale and 
Joe are going to usher. —Joe, he’s one of the fel- 
lows who started coming to church with Dominic. 

We couldn’t close the clubhouse door now if we 
tried. END 
Copyright, 1959. Reprinted by permission from Topay, 
Chicago 26. 
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ovens JUNE many students and graduates change 
their location, job and place to live. Many are mar- 
ried couples, enjoying life together with the Lord. 
But the unmarried person has a different situation. 

Today many single people enjoy living apart from 
their family, earning their own money and spending 
it in their own way. Yet in this situation, I have 
discovered three perplexing problems: insecurity, 
loneliness and selfishness. Since in Jesus Christ we 
have the answers to these problems, at least theo- 
logically, I would like to share some of the things 
God has taught me through my first year of being 
on my own, 

Security is usually taken for granted until you 
discover you’ve lost it, or have to fight ‘to keep it. 
‘With all the contemporary discussion about the 
problems of family life, it almost seems naive to 
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say that my home and family gave me my basis of 
security for twenty-four years. This security wasn’t 
always steady, but it was firm during the early years 
when I needed it most. By the time it started to 
falter, I was independent enough to withstand the 
blow that my father’s leaving home was to our fam- 
ily’s life. My quest for education, and my relation- 
ship with my mother, were still enough security for 
me. 

But then strange things started happening. After 
college, when I had my first teaching position, my 
father returned home (in answer to six years of 
prayer). I realized my mother didn’t need me as 
she had before, and I set my sights to other things. 
I decided to move into an apartment of my own. 
Meanwhile, after having lived in what had been 
“home” to me for twenty years, my parents also 





talked of moving, to a smaller home in the country. 
As I left for camp after my first year of teaching, 
my father said rather nonchalantly, “Well, if we're 
not here when you come back, you'll know we’ve 
moved.” 

On the long drive to Canada the next two days I 
was bothered by recurring thoughts. My parents 
were moving. I didn’t know where or with whom 
I’d live in September. My first class (to which a 
teacher often becomes particularly attached) would 
be going on to a new teacher. I would have twenty 
strange children to face in the fall. 

For the first time in my life I was plagued with 
insecurity. To make it worse, I’d be spending al- 
most two months in a faraway place where I could 
do almost nothing about these perplexities. 

I started to think of the girls I knew who were 
older than I and living away from home. What was 
their security? My first reaction was, This is what 
people mean when they say that God must be our 
security. But this wasn’t very consoling—it was too 
intangible. I needed something concrete: a person 
or a place. At least I had one thing, a good job. 
I often think how depressing it must be to have no 
one, no place and no job. 

Of course it’s hard to find time to worry about 
things like this at a children’s camp. God gave me 
thrilling times of fellowship with Him and His peo- 
ple during that summer, but soon it was time to go 
home and face the insecurities I’d been coping with 
mentally. 

My parents hadn’t moved by the time I returned, 
although they had sold the house. This put a time 
limit on things. I felt quite convinced that I should 
find a Christian girl to share an apartment with me, 
and there had been four or five such prospects in 
June. I called all of them and told them of my plans 
to get an apartment as soon as possible. But each 
one said that her plans had changed, she wouldn’t 
be getting an apartment in the area at the present 
time. 

It was then that I thought of living alone. It 
looked as if I’d have no choice. But I couldn’t 
afford an apartment in the location I wanted with- 
out sharing expenses with someone. I believe God 
was leading in all these circumstances. He led me 
to share an apartment in the town where I taught 
with another teacher who had had the apartment for 
several years, and so we had all the furniture and 
equipment that we needed. 

I had been hoping to have spiritual companion- 


ship with my apartment mate. But this teacher was 
of another religion. Immediately I felt a certain 
disappointment and also a type of spiritual barrier 
between us. Since we’re both quite “religious,” it 
was easy to break the ice, and so each evening at 
dinner the cook (we take turns) says grace. Usually 
before going to sleep we each read some devotional 
material silently to ourselves. I was quite amazed 
to see my roommate kneel by her bed to pray, or 
show her religious convictions some other way. 

All this has been background for the main sub- 
ject of this article. Although I’m not living alone, 
times come when it seems as if I’m alone, or when 
I wish I were. I had never thought I’d be the “get 
lonely” type, since I have many interests and 
friends, plus my teaching which takes a lot of atten- 
tion. But there are times when you’ve had enough 
of interests and teaching, and you’re alone for a 
day or two. 

It was at these times that the test came as to 
whether God was sufficient for me. Sometimes the 
answer was negative. I needed tangible security, 
not just God. I needed tangible friendships and 
conversations, not just spiritual fellowship with Him. 

Yet how wonderful to discover a hole in your 
neatly packaged Christian life, because then you 
can expect to see God working at filling that need. 
If I tell God that I’ve been relying on material se- 
curities instead of on Him, I can expect to see Him 
work in a specific way in my life. And all this 
would probably not have happened if I were still 
living at home in my secure little nest. 

But let me add one more comment. Once you’ve 
conquered loneliness, it’s easier to live alone than 
to share an apartment with a friend. You can eat 
whatever you like. You can clean whenever you 
want to, or not at all. You can play your hi-fi when- 
ever you feel like it. And best of all, you can invite 
your friends in any time you want to. 

But for me this just perpetuates one of the basic 
problems in my life—selfishness. 

As a Christian I say that I want Christ to be the 
center of my life, not myself. And so, in some 
small but important ways, living with another per- 
son helps to keep my mind off myself. I must con- 
sider what my friend likes to eat, when she wants 
to have friends in, and so on. 

In this past year I’ve seen that when we let the 
Lord lead us to the place He wants us to live, 
whether it’s alone or with another person, we have 
His rich blessing on our life. END 
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EDITORIAL 
(Continued from inside back cover) 


come from God.” For “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the 
Father” (James 1:17). 

Good gifts are from above. The Giver is God. To 
credit Satan with good gifts—whether sex or straw- 
berries, baseball or music—is not true, nor is it 
complimentary to God. It borders on blasphemy. 

Satan gives no good gifts. He may bait his traps 
with them, pervert their use, organize them for his 
diabolic purposes. Satan is a destroyer. 

But perhaps God, though He be Giver, does not 
intend the gifts for His children. Perhaps asceticism 
is His will for the Christian, monastic separation 
from the gifts, rigorous denial of the human 
appetites and desires that make the gifts enjoyable. 

No, for St. Paul, advising some wealthy Christians 
through their pastor, explained, ‘God hath given us 
richly all things to enjoy” (I Timothy 6:17). 

How then may we enjoy them in such a way as to 
please God? 

(1) By recognizing God as their source. God may 
scatter His gifts upon the just and unjust alike, but 
it is His children who see Him beyond the gifts. And 
since sin at root is rebellion against our creature- 
liness, we glorify God when we acknowledge His 
existence and our immediate dependence upon Him. 

(2) By thanking Him for the gifts. We are thankful 
for the sun and rain as we turn the soil over for a 
garden, for the moon and love as we walk under the 
trees in the spring. Sometimes our “Thank you, 
Father” is an inner expression, shared with no one 
else. At other times our appreciation of the Giver is 
expressed outwardly. 

(3) By using the gifts in a way that pleases God. 
“Let your moderation be known unto all men,” 
wrote St. Paul (Philippians 4:5). Strawberries, sex, 
gardening, tennis: all have their place in the divine 
scheme of things. But it is a place properly related 
to the whole of life, not an overshadowing primacy. 
And every gift should be used for God’s glory. 

But it is not enough that we find a particular gift 
enjoyable, or even that it is morally acceptable. “‘All 
things are lawful,” wrote St. Paul, “but not all 
things are helpful. All things are lawful, but not all 
things build up” (I Corinthians 10:23). Each gift 
received into the Christian’s life should accomplish 
a purpose, should be physically or intellectually 
helpful. Because God has made us different, and be- 
cause each of us differs at the various ages of life, 
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we will not all find opera or gardening or tennis or 
detective stories or amateur radio or movies or 
stamp collecting or baseball equally helpful. So we 
should choose those gifts that help us, and we should 
not expect other Christians to follow quite the same 
pattern of choice as our own. 

(4) By refusing to come under the control of any 
gift we receive. “All things are lawful for me, but I 
will not be enslaved by anything” (I Corinthians 
6:12). Our liberty as Christians to enjoy God’s gifts 
must be disciplined liberty. 

I had a friend who found tennis relaxing, physi- 
cally and mentally. He was a missionary. One day he 
had just commenced playing when a servant came 
out, telling him that a young Muslim had come to 
talk with him. 

“Tell him to come back tomorrow,’ 
replied as he served. 

His game was spoiled. That afternoon he laid down 
his racquet not to take it up again. Tennis had en- 
slaved him and he refused to be bound. 

Perhaps you could have restored priorities without 
dropping tennis, but that’s not the point. The point 
is that no gift should control us, that (to use Jesus’ 
words) it is better to pluck out your eye and cut off 
your hand than to be destroyed thereby. 

(5) By being as thankful to God at times when the 
gifts are absent as we are when they are present. In 
the grace and goodness of God no gift is endless; 
each has its terminus. ‘For everything there is a 
season...a time to laugh...to dance... to 
embrace . . . God has made everything beautiful in 
its time; also He has put eternity into man’s mind” 
(Ecclesiastes 3). 

Eternity in man’s mind: there it is, the reason 
that no gift can fully satisfy. And at the grave all 
gifts end, all except God’s “‘inexpressible Gift,” the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Common grace is limited to this 
life; personal, saving grace is eternal. 

Enjoy life, then, and all God gives. But I charge 
you to place Jesus Christ at the center and circum- 
ference of your life. Only if living is Christ can 
dying be gain. 


°’ 


my friend 


* * * 

With Tuis IssuE, I end 16 years of happy association 
with Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, eight years 
as editor of His. The new editor is Paul Fromer, 
formerly in charge of vcr work in Southern Cali- 
fornia. | commend him to your praying, as well as 
Virginia Krauss and Gordon Stromberg, who con- 
tinue to serve as assistant editor and art editor. 


—Joseph T. Bayly 
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0. TRAGEDY of our day is that Christian think- 
ing has almost lost the sense and conviction that God 
is moving toward a clearly defined objective in His 
dealing with this world. 

Most Christians have a vague sort of idea that 
Christ is coming back someday, but they hold this 
conviction as a sort of lean-to added to the structure 
of their theology, instead of its being the roof on 
the building. 

God has to be going somewhere, even though as 
the God of Eternity He does not move so rapidly 
as we creatures of time often wish. To conceive of 
Him as standing still, or as pleased with a world 
that has crucified His Son and piled up a mountain 
of iniquity is a reflection on His holy character. To 
think for a moment that He intends to allow such 
conditions to go unpunished approaches blasphemy. 

Christian patriotism (desiring the best spiritual 
interests of one’s nation) is commendable. But to 
love one’s earthly nation at the expense of a fervent 
desire that His kingdom shall come and His will be 
done, in earth as it is done in heaven, is to deny 
the faith and hope of Abraham and of all the faith- 
ful who “looked for a city having foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God.” 

Yet on all sides we hear professing Christians 




















take the position that preaching the gospel and 
Christianity itself are the means of preserving our 
way of life. This sort of emphasis is apostasy from 
the Word of God and is contrary to the other- 
worldly emphasis of our Lord and to the kingdom 
for which He bade us look. 

God has a clear objective toward which He is 
moving: the reign of His Son on earth, when “the 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea”; when all 
elements that have been opposed to His government 
and kingdom, and those who have rejected His sal- 
vation, shall be brought to judgment. 

But the wonderful God of Grace who sent His Son 
to die in order to redeem lost men is not going to 
destroy the world order and all the captives of Satan 
within it until He has let them know of His way 
of escape. 

So the steps on the way to accomplishing the 
divine objective are: (1) preaching the gospel to 
all nations and warning of coming judgment; (2) 
the descent of Christ to destroy the world system; 
(3) the cleansing of the earth and establishment of 
the divine kingdom of Messiah-Christ. 

All this is intensely God-centered and heavenly. 
It leaves not one scintilla of hope that the present 
world system of sin and wickedness will or can be 
preserved. So anyone who calls himself a Christian 
and yet suggests to the people of earth that the per- 
manent preservation of the earth is possible or even 
desirable is a traitor to the unmistakable words of 
Christ. 

Not one among the signs that He gave of His 
coming (Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 17, 21) is the 
least optimistic from a human standpoint. All are 
thoroughly pessimistic. The only ones who will 
preach the true message of the Second Coming are 
those who love heaven better than earth, Christ bet- 
ter than life, the reign of Christ better than the best 
earthly form of government. The reason is that the 
true message of the Second Coming is thoroughly 
unpalatable. It has to be unpalatable to the world- 
ling, whether he is religious or irreligious, because 
it plainly declares the complete destruction of the 
world system he loves. 

The Early Church had a great sense of urgency. 
Those first Christians lived and witnessed as men 
who believed that God was going somewhere. 
Whether or not they expected the return of Christ 
in their lifetime is open to question. It would seem 


that both Paul and Peter knew they would die be- 


fore the great event took place (II Timothy 4:6-8; 
II Peter 1:14, 15), but even so, their zeal did not 
lessen for the ever-widening spread of the witness 
to the Savior. They knew they would get their re- 
ward and participate in the glory and presence of 
Messiah’s kingdom, whether they were among the 
sleeping or the surviving, when the Great Descent 
took place. 

Peter had heard Jesus Christ say, “Ye shall be 
witnesses unto me in Jerusalem and all Judea and 
in Samaria and unto the uttermost parts of the 
earth,” and had himself participated in various 
phases. He and the other disciples understood that 
the progression was to be fairly rapid, that after the 
Holy City had had a reasonable chance to hear, it 
would lose its priority on the message. Then the 
priority would pass to the surrounding country of 
Judea, and then Judea would lose its priority and 
it would pass on to Samaria, and from there to 
countries and nations throughout the world. 

The priority of the missionary program is unmis- 
takably plain in the words of the Savior and in the 
practice of the Early Church. 

The Apostles had no precept to settle down in- 
definitely in any one place and nurse a church 
along, or to keep preaching to people who had heard 
and rejected the message. 

The Apostle Paul, having rapidly covered the 
areas of Asia Minor, was yet of the opinion that the 
Lord had not been sufficiently vindicated through 
the preached word, and that the people had not yet 
had a fair chance. His inclination was therefore to 
tarry longer in Asia, but he was forbidden to do so 
by the Holy Spirit (Acts 16:6). And when they still 
“felt led” to go back up into Bithynia the Spirit 
“suffered them not” (v. 7), but continued to push 
them down to the coast, that they might sail over 
to Europe. So the Lord seems to reckon Himself to 
be vindicated in most areas long before men so 
reckon it. 

Those men knew that God was on the move, and 
moving rapidly enough to demand that they move 
with Him through the guidance of His Spirit and 
out of love for His Son. 

When Christians lose their fervor for Christ and 
become settled down in their minds and in their 
earthly locations, they can sell themselves a bill of 
goods that because they are not going anywhere, 
God is not going anywhere. Or if He is going any- 
where, it is so slowly that it will not affect them or 

(Continued on page 39, column 2) 
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| RELATIONSHIPS are a current topic of con- 
cern in American society. The popular press is filled 
with pseudo-psychological advice on “how to bring 
up Johnny” or “how to get along with parents.” 

Even Christians frequently rely on Dr. Spock and 
similar writers without also seeking out the Biblical 
teachings on family relationships. 

The Scripture deals with the parent-child rela- 
tionship over and over again by precept and exam- 
ple. It has a great deal to say about raising chil- 
dren, and the son or daughter’s response and atti- 
tude toward his parents. God’s dealing with Biblical 
characters was frequently not with an individual 
alone but with “your descendants after you through- 
out their generations.” 

Since the majority of His readers are not yet 
parents, it is more relevant to focus on the Scrip- 
tural teachings about the son or daughter’s response 
to his parents. In the Ten Commandments we find 
the words, “Honor your father and your mother.” 
In St. Paul’s words about Christian attitudes and 
life, which he prefaces with the contingency, “If 
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then you have been raised with Christ,” he admon- 
ishes, “Children, obey your parents in everything, 
for this pleases the Lord” (Colossians 3:20). He 
repeats this admonition in the letter to the Ephe- 
sians. 

These precepts are explicit and categorical. They 
leave no room for rationalization as to why we 
shouldn’t do what pleases our parents. They leave 
no place for the attitude of some Christian students, 
“My parents just don’t understand,” or “They for- 
get that they were young once and liked to have 
fun.” In God’s terms these are not reasons for dis- 
obedience. 

Going beyond this explicit command about be- 
havior toward parents, we must ask ourself, How do 
I obey my parents? Grudgingly? Cheerfully? Out 
of necessity? Out of love? “Little children, let us 
not love in word or speech but in deed and in truth” 
(I John 3:18). 

In his letter to the strife-torn church at Corinth, 
St. Paul seeks to show them “a still more excellent 
way.” The law of love which he sets forth as the 
sine qua non of Christian life must govern our lives. 
Love must rule our relationship with our parents as 
well as with other people. “If any one says ‘I love 
God’ and hates his brother [we might substitute 
mother and father], he is a liar; for he who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love 
God whom he has not seen” (I John 4:20). In our 
relationship to our parents we should be patient and 
kind; not jealous or boastful; not arrogant or rude. 
We should not insist on our own way nor be irri- 
table or resentful. We should not rejoice at wrong 
but rejoice in the right. We are to bear all things, 
believe all things, hope all things and endure all 
things. This is love, the “more excellent way” which 
is to be the Christian’s aim (I Corinthians 13). 

Because I have been speaking of parents generi- 
cally, some readers may ask, “But what if your 
parents aren’t Christians and don’t acknowledge 
God’s authority in their lives?” 

I know that this dichotomy between Christian and 


non-Christian parents is frequently made by Chris- 
tian young people, and in some circumstances it is 
probably valid. But too frequently we use the fact 
of having or not having Christian parents as an ex- 
cuse for our actions or attitudes rather than face 
what God says about our relationship to parents. 

In a Christian family we would expect the law 
of love to be working in both directions, so that even 
when the inevitable frictions arise they can be 
quickly resolved within the framework of God’s love 
permeating and working through the relationships. 
If Christian parents have trusted their son or daugh- 
ter to the use and keeping of God, they shouldn’t 
have the worry and anxiety about their children 
which frequently are the cause of much trouble. 
Hannah’s attitude in I Samuel 1 is the prototype of 
the Christian parent’s attitude toward God and the 
children He has given. 

When parents are non-Christian, the attitude of 
mutual trust and dependence upon God is lacking. 
But this doesn’t excuse the Christian from obeying 
and loving his parents. St. Paul makes clear that in 
our relationships with non-Christians we are respon- 
sible to live and act as Christians. “Repay no one 
evil for evil . . . So far as it depends upon you, live 
peaceably with all” (Romans 12:17, 18). To do 
this means that the law of love must operate in our 
lives. 

If the Christian adapts Paul’s reasoning in I Cor- 
inthians 7 about husband and wife to his relation- 
ship with his parents, it becomes clear that obedi- 
ence and love to non-Christian parents may be the 
instrument of their salvation. Christ died to redeem 
non-Christian parents as well as other unbelievers. 
Do yours see Christ living in you? 

I have spoken of the Biblical command, “Chil- 
dren, obey your parents,” and the attitude of love 
which should characterize our obedience, whether 
parents are Christian or non-Christian. Yet we must 
also see that the Scriptures teach a higher impera- 
tive. Obedience to this may lead a son or daughter 
to do something which does not please his parents. 

“If any one comes to me and does not hate his 
own father and mother and wife and children and 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he 
cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26). 

Christ has asked us to forsake all and follow Him. 
This means our parents as well as all other things. 

If an issue arises in which, after carefully seeking 
to know God’s will, it becomes evident that to obey 
God irf the matter will mean disobedience to parents, 
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we can choose only one way. Obedience to our 
Heavenly Father is the higher imperative. Only if 
we are His obedient child can we honor our earthly 
parents in the spirit of his love. 

The situation in which such conflict occurs seems 
to be of a rather special type. Until such a situation 
is clearly met we can operate on the premise that it 
is God’s will for us to obey and honor our parents, 
The fact that something is a “Christian” activity 
doesn’t necessarily make it God’s will for us. 

In our society the period of adolescence places 
great strain on parent-child relationships. This is 
true for both Christians and non-Christians. During 
this time the son or daughter is gradually working 
his way from the complete dependence of childhood 
to the relative independence of adulthood. During 
late adolescence, especially during college years, he 
is experimenting with possible solutions to the two 
principle insignia of being an adult: an occupation 
or career, and a marriage partner. He is, as the 
psychologists say, seeking self-identity. 

The Christian already has his nascent self-iden- 
tity in Jesus Christ. Therefore he should believe 
that God has a will and a best choice about these 
important matters which will shape the rest of his 
life. He must be obedient to God’s will in these 
things if he has truly made Christ the master of his 
life. 

In building our adult identity according to the 
plan which Christ has for us, we may find ourself 
displeasing our parents. The imperative changes 
from the “Obey your parents” of dependent child- 
hood to the “Honor your father and mother” of the 
independent adult. 

The Bible sets clear precedents for both career 
and marriage. In Genesis 2:24 we read, “Therefore 
a man leaves his father and mother and cleaves to 
his wife.” In the New Testament the Apostle Paul 
in his letter to the Ephesians, and Matthew and 
Mark in their Gospels also quote this. We find Jesus 
calling James and John to leave their father and his 
fishing boats and to follow him. For them it meant 
entering the work of the ministry. For other it will 
mean a “secular” career. To all it means walking 
day by day as Christ’s obedient disciple. 

The story of Abraham seems a remarkable pro- 
totype of the Christian. “Now the Lord said to 
Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred 
and your father’s house to the land that I will show 
you... .’” (Genesis 12:1). Leaving home and 
kindred marked Abraham’s entry into a life of faith. 
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It was a life of growing into such fellowship with 
God that he was later called the “friend of God.” 
Entering this life of faith was contingent upon his 
believing and obeying God’s direction about his re- 
lationship with his family. 

Similarly as God directs we must move in faith 
into adult status. Pleasing our parents is secondary 
to obeying the guidance of God. At the same time, 
we, continue to love and honor our parents. We are 
never excused from the command to love because 
Christ first loved us. END 





THY KINGDOM COME 
(Continued from page 36) 


stir them from their immobility in their lifetime 
at least, and maybe not affect the lifetime of their 
children. 

We know that all are not apostles and all cannot 
be missionaries. But many more could be than are. 
And there are few who could not give ten times as 
much to missions as they are giving. 

We have known some who have caught the vision 
that God is on the move in His program, and though 
circumstances prevent their moving physically, they 
move out with their gifts and prayers more faith- 
fully than some who cross the sea. 

The important thing is that we have the mind of 
Christ and understand the purpose of Christ, and 
have the love of Christ impelling us to carry out 
His will. 

The latter is the crux of the matter. True love 
for Christ is a rare commodity. It is a sacrificial 
love that moves our prayers, our movements, our 
wallets. Only the obscurantism of human self- 
defense can find other causes and reasons for the 
tragic bogging down of the missionary program of 
the Apostles and the Early Church, except for the 
fact that the Church is earthbound and has lost its 
passionate love for the Savior. Only the love of 
Christ constrains us to judge that “since one died 
for all, then were all dead, and that He died for 
all, that they which live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them 
and rose again” (II Corinthians 5:14, 15). 

Only such love can compel us to preach life 
amidst this global death, even as He has command- 
ed us, till He come. And thus we hasten His Com- 
ing! END 
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W. ARE God’s fellow workers” (I Corinthians 
3:9). With Him we work to achieve His purpose. 
With Him, it would seem we should never fail. And 
yet we do, and this failure makes us want to under- 
stand more about a plan of God which can even 
include failure. 

The Scriptures draw on the sports world for a 
number of helpful illustrations: wrestling (Ephe- 
sians 6:12), foot racing (Philippians 3:14; I Cor- 
inthians 9:24 et al), boxing (I Corinthians 9:26), 
the athlete’s crown (II Timothy 4:8; I Peter 5:4; 
Revelation 2:10). 

Modern sports may help us with further figures 
of speech about teamwork—since as fellow workers 
with God, we may assume that we’re on His “team.” 
That is, we’re part of a team on which God is the 
Senior Player. He’s the most experienced, the most 
powerful, the most capable. He’s its Captain. 

Seldom are all players on a volleyball team equal- 
ly good. Some are strong and some are weak, some 
are tall “spikers” and some short retrievers. Yet 
when the team wins, the weakest player wins just as 
truly as the strongest. He gets a share of the credit, 
and his name is inscribed on the cup. 

I’m on the team, but it isn’t a question of whether 
God wins or loses. The question is, Will the team 
win or lose? We are teammates with God. If the 
team wins, I win, even though I’ve made blunders. 
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The team is going to win because God is on it. 
Just as surely as He’s the Captain, the team has the 
balance of power for obtaining the title. 

And yet a particular game can be lost (and some- 
times is) if a weaker player, feeling that his contri- 
bution doesn’t amount to enough to be worth his 
total effort, fails to work hard enough. 

The Captain must be able to count on each per- 
son’s contribution and be able to assign special re- 
sponsibilities in the heat of the game: “Watch the 
net! Careful, leave the center to me, but cover that 
far corner as best you can.” Vital roles remain for 
the weak, roles which may include playing in spots 
where they occasionally muff the ball if it comes 
hard their way. If one should fail to try, sulking 
because of the more glorious successes of teammates, 
he may be benched. The Captain chose him with 
total team stamina over a long period of time in 
mind. And the Captain senses the moment when a 
brief replacement or support of strong by weak can 
allow the strong later to score in full power, or when 
the weak may partially cover the empty corners. 

But why does our Captain let us, the weak, fail? 
Doesn’t he have power to protect us against every 
attack, to handle every difficult ball which comes our 
way? Didn’t He say to Pilate, “You would have no 
power over me unless it had been given you from 
above” (John 19:11)? And isn’t it true that no- 
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body can take the ball away from us, unless our 
Captain lets him? Why then does He? 

Part of the answer seems to be that without such 
exercise we would be weak. We grow strong by 
struggling against obstacles and difficult odds. 

But a more subtle part of the answer, perhaps 
a less important part however, may be seen in the 
human reaction that if all the good players are on 
one side, it’s no fun. Players in a game want to 
participate in a close game. They may want to win, 
but they also want worthy competition. The game 
becomes boring if there’s no struggle. Nor do they 
want any one player to handle the ball all the time, 
every game, and make all the plays by himself 
(even if he could). Each player wants to play his 
part in a vigorous battle. 

The Christian life, it seems to me, has been de- 
signed with this trait of man in mind. We are in 
a game which is grim, a battle in which it is ter- 
ribly important whether we win or lose. Just so, 
if our Captain were to handle the ball every time, 
and inevitably made a point, and if He always re- 
turned every difficult ball of the opposition, nobody 
would get excited. There would be no competition. 
There would in fact, from the human viewpoint, 
be no point in scheduling the game at all. 

We wouldn’t have any “breathless interest” in the 
Christian life if everything were won before we 
started. We'd say, “What are we playing for? The 
ball never gets to us—He takes it all the time!” 
So He stands aside much of the time. He lets the 
opposing team do well, so that we on the team with 
Him can fight the battle, a battle with clash and 
risk of broken bones. 

Of course we may miss a play or get hurt, and 
others get hurt because of us, but still we want to 
try. The Christian life might pall if there were no 
battle, not because we wickedly desire excitement, 
but because God has created us to be alive, to be vig- 
orous participants in life, to climb a steep, narrow, 
rocky trail rather than roll down an easy incline 
like an inanimate stone loosened by the frost. This 
interest in the difficult game, when the desire is 
under His control, is a gift from Him. 

We sometimes fail to realize when it’s our play. 
We don’t always take the opportunities that we’ve 
been given. For example, the men in the Garden 
of Gethsemane were on a “team” with Jesus, but He 
was having a hard time, and He wanted their help 
(Matthew 26:37, 38). A time comes when even a 
strong player needs somebody to cover a corner. 


The game was hard even for Him. But instead of 
fighting the battle with Him, His teammates fell 
asleep. 

Of course it was easy for them to sleep, since it 
was the custom in their culture to sleep on the 
ground. And it’s easy for us to fall asleep instead 
of fighting the battle. And we’re in bed too, in our 
culture. Western culture is our bed of ease, and in 
it we sleep instead of taking the initiative in the 
struggle. As members of the team it’s up to us to 
work and to do what we can while we have oppor- 
tunity. “We must work the works of him who sent 
me, while it is day; night comes, when on one can 
work” (John 9:4). As long as we have light, we 
work. As long as we have health, we work. As long 
as we have an open door, we enter. As long as we 
have work to do, we do it, happy to be on the team. 

We see that our Captain is aware of our individ- 
ual problems. “When Jesus saw her weeping, and 
the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 
deeply moved in spirit and troubled” (John 11:33). 
God responds to trouble on the local scene. In spite 
of having to uphold all the universe, He looks at one 
little local spot and He weeps. 

We need His sympathetic help as we work, for 
sometimes we don’t understand the game very well. 
Above all we don’t understand the Captain’s strat- 
egy. What is going on? What’s happening, any- 
how? We don’t understand, but we will later on: 
“For our knowledge is imperfect and our prophecy 
is imperfect . . . For now we see in a mirror dimly, 
but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I 
shall understand fully, even as I have been fully 
understood” (I Corinthians 13:9, 12). 

Individual players on a team can’t see the whole 
playing area. Nor can we see the overall strategy 
of our Captain in a struggle which embraces the 
universe for its playing field, and millennia for the 
periods of play. 

Meanwhile, we must play our part until the-going 
is too hard for us. Then the Captain may come our 
way with force to help meet the opposition. See? 
He won’t let the other team win. They won’t win, 
not because of the team, but because of our Cap- 
tain: “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go therefore” — and play the 
game. 

Don’t worry about the outcome. Play hard. He’s 
on our side for the ultimate task entrusted to the 
team: teaching “all nations” to observe all that the 
Captain of our salvation has commanded. END 
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Garrett, Cyrit D. 
The Christian Scholar p. 5 Oct. 
Harpinc, Burton R. 
A Week at University of Georgia 
p. 11 Apr. 
Hartman, PuHILuip A. 
Our Pleasant Demon p. 7 June 
Hicsee, Gary M. 
Evening Devotions p. 4 Nov. 
Hunt, Griapys M. 
Bring Life to Your Dorm p.35 Oct. 
Jones, CONSTANCE 
His Course p. 25 May 
CHRISTIAN LIVING 
BayLy, Josepu T. 
John Calvin on Christian Liberty 
inside b. c. Apr. 


CaILLieT, EMILE 


1959-1960 


59 
59 


59 


59 


60 
60 
59 
59 





GAEBELEIN, FRANK E. 
GREENE, ALBERT E., Jr. 
Truth and Culture 
CULBERTSON, WILLIAM 

Ha tessy, O. 
Howarp, Puutip E., Jr. 
Macautay, J. C. 
Reicu, Max I. 
Tozer, A. W. 
Christian Living p. 33 Feb. 
EncuisH, DonaLp. 
Christian Courtesy p. 33 Apr. 
Gasser, ARTHUR F. 
The Street and the Battle p.12 May 
Haite, Peter K. 
Obedience 
Harman, Gordon 
The Christian Student and His Home 


p. 19 Feb. 60 


$sss 


p. 15 May 


p. 34 May 60 
Homes, ArtHur F, 
Death p. 36 Nov. 59 
Hunt, Grapys M. 
Inferior p. 27 Mar. 60 
KIMMEL, ERNEST 
Honoring Parents p. 37 June 60 
Kunz, MARILYN 
It?s Not Funny, Bud! p. 37 Jan. 60 
Miter, Wituiam MCcE., Jr. 
Divine Disturbance p. 3 May 60 
MontTcomMeErY, Jim 
I Was a Member of a Church 
Problem Staff p. 29 Nov. 59 
NEE, WATCHMAN 
Worship: Bowing to God p.39 Feb. 60 
Patmer, Epwin H. 
Why Work? p. 5 Jan. 60 
Pike, KENNETH L. 
Players p.40 June 60 
REApsoME, James W. 
Barnabas: Team Member p.26 Nov. 59 
Russet, EMMET 
Prayer Lists p. 38 Nov. 59 
STracHAN, R. KENNETH 
Eddies and the Main Stream 
p. 11 Feb. 60 
Taussic, Harotp E. 
Christian Individualism p.11 Jan. 60 
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Van Wy en, Gordon 
Praying is Dangerous Business 


p. 1 Nov. 59 
Wituiams, JANET 
Living Alone p. 31 June 60 
Winter, Davin 
Practically Honest p. 12 Dec. 59 
Woops, C. Stacey 
A Sense of Direction p.17 Feb. 60 


CONTEMPORARY ISSUES AND 
WORLD OUTLOOK 


BayLy, Josepx T. 


May Day p. 1 May 60 
Brack, DonaLp 

In Whatsoever State p. 1 Dec. 59 
Corwin, CHARLES 

Japan 1960 p. 8 Mar. 60 
Enciunp, Harotp N. 

Young Life inside b.c. May 60 


Horn, Enric S. 
Was It Really God? 
LetcHFrorD, PETER 
Dialog on Racial Prejudice 
p. 7 Oct. 59 


p. 13 Mar. 60 


Morrett, SAmMvueEL H. 
Christians and Social Reform 
p. 12 Feb. 60 
Name WITHHELD 
Why Latin Americans Dislike Some 
American Missionaries p. 7 Nov. 59 
PANNELL, WILLIAM 
The Evangelical and Minority Groups 


p.11 Oct. 59 
Wa us, Erne E. 
Bible Translation and General Culture 
p. 28 Oct. 59 


EVANGELISTIC 


BorMANN, PAuLine Cor.iss 
Is Faith for the Immature? 
p. 14 Oct. 59 
Hatrietp, Mark O. 
How I Became a Christian 
p. 5 May 60 
Littie, Paut E. 
The Basic Question in Christianity 


p. 38 Oct. 59 
Maca it, IsaBeto F. 
What Jesus Christ Means to Me 


p. 5 Dec. 59 
Miter, Wittiam McE., Jr. 
The Other Rendezvous p. 36 Feb. 60 
Mumme, JAMES 
My Worldly Philosophy Was Torpedoed 
p. 35 Mar. 60 


Name WITHHELD 
I Have Committed My Life to Christ 
p. 26 Oct. 59 
Peate, NorMAN VINCENT 
A Personal Testimony 
Reapsome, James W. 
What to Tell Your Friend p.36 May 60 
SUTHERLAND, BARBARA 
The Search for God p- 5 June 60 
Wenicer, Devsert K. 
What I Learned from Skid Row 
p. 1 Feb. 60 


p.27 May 60 


IVCF 


Aveney, Davin H. 
Witness at Hong Kong University 
p.29 May 60 
Bay ty, Josepu T. 
An Affirmation 
How to Build a Missionary 
inside b. c. Mar. 60 
Student Witness 1939-1959 p. 1 Oct. 59 
CRAVEN, VINCENT 
An Opportunity for Summer Service 
p. 31 Apr. 60 


p. 31 May 60 


Reapsome, James W. 
Campus News back cover, monthly 
IFES General Committee Meeting 
p.26 Jan. 60 
StaFF APPOINTMENTS 1959-60 
p. 32 Nov. 59 


LITERATURE AND READING 


Crarkson, E. MARGARET 
My Discovery of Christian Books 


p. 36 Dec. 59 
MILter, JACK 
John Milton’s Satan p. 10 Nov. 59 
MARRIAGE 
Name WITHHELD 
Woman’s Work p. 14 Jan. 60 
Woops, Yvonne K. 
The Wife God Uses p. 26 Feb. 60 
MISSIONS 
Avis, ANNE 
The Climb p. 1 Mar. 60 
BENTLEY-TAYLOR, Davip 
Missionary Meditations 
Among the Furies p. 8 May 60 
Brack, Davin 
In Whatsoever State p. 1 Dec. 59 
Horn, Enric S. 
Was It Really God? p. 13 Mar. 60 


Josepu, Kenny 
Japanese Missionary to the Philippines 


p. 26 Dec. 59 

Laceer, EILeen 
African Death p. 38 Dec. 59 
I am a Missionary p. 16 June 60 


Letter to a Missionary Candidate 


p. 13 Nov. 59 
Lees, W. 
In North-Central Borneo’ p.38 May 60 
Linpperc, D. R. 
Kaleidoscope p.29 Mar. 60 


Name WITHHELD 
Why Latin Americans Dislike Some 
American Missionaries p. 7 Nov. 59 
Piske, James W. 
Why Not Spend a Work Vacation 
with Missionaries? p.28 Apr. 60 
STeece, Francis R. 
Personal Qualifications of a 
Missionary Candidate p. 34 Dec. 59 
Sterrett, T. Norton 
Are Missionaries Unbalanced? 
p. 10 Feb. 60 


Wuitney, A. SHELDON 
Visiting Missionaries in the Philippines 
p. 36 Mar. 60 
Woops, Joun 
Open Letter to Missionary Candidates 


p. 11 June 60 

MUSIC 
Fromer, Pau W. 

Sing with Your Mind p. 14 Dec. 59 
POETRY 
CiarKson, E. MARGARET 

In Pain p. 6 Nov. 59 
Loncacre, Rosert E. 

Language: Five Sonnets p.10 Dec. 59 


SHORT STORIES AND PARABLES 


Apams, Rosert M. 
The Music Lovers 
Bayty, Josepu T. 
I Saw Gooley Fly p. 
The Package 
BrepEseN, HARALD 
The Fish That Discovered Water 
p. 44 Feb. 60 


p- 1 Jan. 60 


4 Feb. 60 
inside b.c. Dec. 59 


FisHer, JOHN J. 
Of Bears and People 
KrirKEGAARD, L. A. 


p. 6 Feb. 60 


Sunday Rain p- 1 June 60 
Ricuarpson, Don 

Nice Little Bunch p. 8 June 60 
THIS MORNING WITH GOD 
Amos by George Westerlund Nov. 59 


I Curonicies by Margaret Sharp June 60 
If Curonicies by Miriam Lemcke June 60 
Hosea by James Nyquist Nov. 59 
Isatan by Virginia Krauss 

Jan., Feb., Mar. 60 
JeremMiAH by Ruth Stoll and Barbara Olin 


June 60 
Joe. by James Nyquist Nov. 59 
Joun 11-21 by David Mayer Oct. 59 
I Joun by Marion Snyder Dec. 59 
II, IIIf Joun by Marion Snyder Jan. 60 
Jonau by William McE. Miller Nov. 59 


Mattuew by Louis Gropp 
Mar., Apr., May 60 


Micau by William McE. Miller Dec. 59 
OsantaH by George Westerlund Nov. 59 
I Peter by Margaret McKenzie Dec. 59 


Psatms by Jane Deans, Linda Doll. 
Laura Fox, Kay Hofman, Jane Kendall, 
Virginia Krauss, Erna Siemens 


Nov. 59, Mar., June 60 
VOCATION 


Pater, Epwin H. 
Why Work? 
Pape, Dorotny R. 
God’s Civilians Overseas 
THIESSEN, Lots S. 
The Career Girl God Uses p. 30 Feb. 
Witmor, A. Tony be B. 
Secular Work Overseas 


p. 5 Jan. 
p. 30 Jan. 


S$ssass 


p. 15 Mar. 
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On Enjoying Life 


THIS MORNING all the world was bright. I was digging 
in the earth, damp from last night’s rain. The sun 
shone, the sky was cloudless, crocuses and tulips 
and daffodils were in bloom, birds were singing, and 
a little baby—my son—was crawling around the 
yard. 

Your bright world today probably doesn’t consist 
in digging a garden and watching your own baby 
(although I hope someday you'll follow in the first 
Adam’s steps to this extent). Your joys of living are 
different: laughing, joking, drinking Cokes with 
some friends in the Union, playing an especially 
good set of tennis, carrying out a complicated experi- 
ment, listening to a recording of Cliburn or the 
Kingston Trio, eating the first strawberry shortcake 
of the season, walking with somebody under the 
moon and the silent trees. 

All this is common grace. These elements of life 
and joy and beauty are spread out by God for the en- 
joyment of all, Christian and non-Christian alike. 
**Your Father in heaven,” said Jesus Christ, ‘“‘makes 
his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends 
rain on the just and on the unjust.” 

How, then, is life different for the Christian? Or 
is our enjoyment of these things somehow basically 
wrong, unspiritual. Was the little old lady (apoc- 
ryphal, doubtless) right when she commented, after 
eating ice cream for the first time, “‘It tastes so 
good it must be sinful.” 

No, she was wrong. According to the Bible (which, 
rather than little old ladies, is our authority), she 
should have said, “It tastes so good it must have 


(Continued on page 33, column 1) 
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HIS VISITS 
STATE 


SUFFALO 


The Inter-Varsity chapter at the State Univer- 
sity of New York, College of Education at Buffalo, 
was organized in 1946. Emphasis this year has 
shifted from a weekly meeting to a monthly schedule 
that includes a special evangelistic meeting (backed 
by prayer and personal witness), a social (tobog- 
ganing, pizza party, hymn sings, Campus in the 
Woods slides), an informal Bible study discussion, 
and a visit to a nursing home. “We are depending 
on our Bible study groups (six per week) and 
prayer groups (five weekly) to build us spiritually, 
and on the Christians to witness daily so that others 
will come to know Christ,” the chapter reports. 
Seventeen attended the Western New York Fall 
Week End (two trusted in Christ) and eight went 
to the Cornell missionary conference. The chapter 
also held its own conference with Dr. Bert Hall 
of Houghton College as the speaker. Foreign mis- 
sionary emphasis comes through the use of Mandate, 
giving to missions, special missionary nights, and 
specific missionary prayer. The chapter faces prob- 
lems since many studems commute, and also because 
each student must spend two semesters in practice 
teaching. His is given to the library each year. 


return postage guaranteed 


CARNEGIE TECH (Pittsburgh): During one 
week in March five fellows placed their faith in 
Christ. They were won to the Lord through a vari- 
ety of means, including a Christian professor. 


» BOSTON U.: Much of the chapter's effort is di- 
rected toward presenting Christ to Jewish students. 
Several have accepted Christ as their Savior. 


U. OF CINCINNATI: The Cincy Christian Fel- 
lowship showed Souls in Conflict, which stirred in- 
terest in some to receive Christ. The film was 
followed by a buffet supper. 


» U. OF PENNSYLVANIA: The Penn Christian Fellow- 
ship emphasized evangelism during the spring semester. 
A week was set aside to visit fraternities, sororities. 
Dr. John Brobeck, advisor, led a mass discussion in the 
lounge of the men’s dorms. A new Bible study for girls 
who commute has doubled in attendance. 


® U. OF HAWAII: General Secretary C. Stacey 
Woods was on campus for a week of lectures. Sub- 
jects: “The Living God,” “Man and His Destiny,” 
“The Meaning of the Cross” and “The New Human- 
ity.” 
ANTIOCH (Ohio): The Rev. Mr. Harold N. Englund 


spoke on ‘“‘Is Faith for the Immature?”’ One girl recently 
came to faith in Christ. 


e U. OF WISCONSIN: Two graduate students led 
a discussion in the Union on “Christianity or Philos- 
ophy as a Way of Life.” Forty-three attended, in- 
cluding 12 first-timers. 


(Continued on page 14, column 2) 








